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IT. may have been expect- 
ed, that before now ſome 
Anſwer ſhould have been 
given to a Paper, enti- 
ruled, Articles Exhibited 
a gainſt Lord Archibald Ha- 

milton, for 1 hy Satisfaction of ſeveral 

Perſons of Honour, into whoſe Hands 

that Libel (for ſo I think I may call ir) 

| has been induſtriouſly put, and who may 
not themſelves have had Leiſure and Op- 
portunity to examine into it. 
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oy But as ypon dropping that Charge by 
the Proſecutors . themſelves, I had 5 
the only Method left tq juſtify my Self) 


preſented an Humble Memorial to His 


__ Majeſty, which contained, among other 
Things, the Subſtance of thofe Articles: 
And as the ſame has all this while lain be- 
fore His Majeſty for His Conſideration in 
Council, upon the following Report of 
the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and 
Plantations, to whom it was referred ; it 
will appear to have been highly improper 
for me to have publiſhd any thing in my 
own Vindication, till J knew what that 
Report contained, and what was His Ma- 
Jjeſty's Determination thereupon. 
As that Report has now been conſider d 
and approvd by His Majeſty's Council, 
and His Majeſty has thought fit to Re- 
move all thoſe Perſons I complain'd of, 
I think the Publication of the Report will 
be ſufficient for the Juſtification of that 
Honourable Board, upon whom this Pub- 
liſher has groundleſly reflected ; and it 
will not be difficult for me to add, what 
may be farther Neceſſary to my own. 
His Candor in his Preface, in aſſerting, 
My having encouraged Pyratical Haſtilities, 
(as if it had been a thing taken for grant- 
ed) whilſt the very contrary was deter- 
mined, the Manner of, and by whom rh 


Repre- 
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Y 7 Repreſentation was firſt made, tlie Order̃s 
J b thereupon, rhe Methods taken in the En- 
© _ quiry, the Conduct and Characters of the 
r 


Enquirers themſelves, as well as the Pro- 
ceedings ſince, and who it is that is 
fallen now under His Majeſty's Diſplea- 
* ſare, will ſufficiently appear by the Re- 
> RE, 2-545 e 
Repreſentation of the People of Jamaica, 
as he falſly aſſerts, that at the very ſame 


| Merchants reſiding there, if rheſe may 
be allowed to be any part of the People, 
thought fit to expreſs their Thanks to 
me; * rhe former for the Meaſures I had 
taken, to do Juſtice to the Spaviardi, and 
3 I the latter for my Care and Encourage= 
ment of their Commerce. 
And at the ſame Time likewiſe, the 
principal Planters and Merchants concern- 
ed in that Iſland, reſiding in Britain, did, 
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I * Minutes of Council, June 9. 1716. anner dj. | 
- 7 : f Addreſs to His Majeſty, from the Merchents and 
+ _ Inhabitants of Kingſton, 5 | 
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(6) 
by their Humble Petitien to His Majeſty, 
among other Things ſet forth, That 
your Petitioners have reaſon to believe 
« {uch Complaint was promoted by Per- 
ſons who have, during his (my) Go- 

vernment, ſhewn an Oppoſition to your 
« Majeſty's Authority, inveſted in your 
ſaid Governour, under whoſe Admini- 
ſtration your Petitioners, and the In- 
habitants, have been very eaſy and 
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&« ſecure? Which I mention. with Gra- 


titude to thoſe Gentlemen. And J hope 
the Occaſion makes any Apology need- 
leſs, for producing Paſſages ſo much to 
my. own Adyantape!' ff, ooo 
It's therefore plain, that by the People, 
he means thoſe Perſons, His Majeſty has 
now thought fit to remove from his 


Council in that Iſland, and their Party, 
who having raiſed a Sum of Money by ._ 


an-unprecedented and unwarrantable Method, 
lent over Mr. Page in a Clandeſtine man- 
ner, to make this Complaint. Nor can it be 
deny d, that having effected their Deſign 
of removing Me, they have dropd their 
Proſecution, as well knowing there was 
no Foundation to ſupport it. They had, 


from their own Zeal in the Cauſe, and 


not by any Direction in His Majeſty's 
Orders, made themfelyes not only my 
Judges, but Proſecutors ; and therefore it 
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9 
became incumbent upon them to ende. 
vour to bring the Matter to a Hearing, 
which neither themſelves or their Agent 
have endeavoured, by any one regular 
Step, or even to vindicate their own Con- 


duct; whilſt he admits. that I my felf 


petitioned His Majeſty to be heard upon 
their Complaint, of which I gave the 
moſt publick Notice: And I afterwards 
preſented the following Memorial to His 

ajeſty, ro which he confeſſes he was no 
Stranger. )( OY 
This Agent knows very well, this is 
not the only Complaint he and his Friends 
have drop d; they had indeed, from Time 
to Time, preſented ſeveral Repreſentati- 
ons to the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade, 
againſt my Adminiſtration, tho of a very 


different Nature from the Matter in que- 


ſtion. Upon which Occaſion I muſt ob- 
ſerve, in Juſtice to my ſelf, and thoſe 
Gentlemen who ſhared in my Diſgrace, 
and who had acted with Me in thoſe 
Meaſures, which are ſince underſtood: to 
have been for His Majeſty's Service, and 
the true Intereſt of that Colony, That 


after all the induſtrious Clamour of that 


Party of Men, by which they ſeem'd to 


| have propos'd to uy out the Miniſters, 
When we were entirely 
and they had all the Opportunity and all 


in their Power, 
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the Encouragement they could wiſh ; and 


no Body. will think they wanted Inclina- 
tion; they were not able to find the leaſt 
Matter of Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, or Hard- 
ſhip, about which all the Noiſe was be- 


fore made, to lay to any of Our Charge. 


What he inſinuates, as to Mr. Bendiſp, 
is explain d upon the Report; but if he 
will ſtill pretend, that they are ready to 
go on and make good their Articles, I can 
only add, that I ſhall ſtill be as ready to 
anſwer them; and the more Publick he 
will aſſiſt me in procuring any further 


Examination to be, the more I aſſure him 


will I acknowledge my Obligation to 
1 oY; 


He knows it is no extraordinary thing 
for Perſons to be Removed from Places 


of Truſt without Hearing; but when he 
reads the Report, I am confident he will 
find no Reaſon to complain, that the 
Conduct of his Friends has not been exa- 
mined and conſidered. However, ſhould 
any of them think this a Hardſhip, I muſt 
entreat them to remember, that they them- 
ſelves thought it no Hardſhip to depri ve 
me of my Liberty, not only without hear- 
ing, but at the ſame Time denying me 
a Copy of my Charge. 
His Concern for what he calls the 
Mand's Misfortune is ſomewhat . 
or 
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for my own part J ſtill heartily wiſh its 
Proſperity, on account of the Conſequence 
of it to Britain, as yell as s for the lake 'of 


fection and Loyalty has appeared by their 


ery ſincere, and of which 
His Majeſty: has been pleaſed to expreſs 


7 his Satisfaction, by thoſe Marks of Fa- 


vour and Truſt he has now beſtowed up- 
on ſeveral of them; and who J am per- 
ſwaded, will not therefore think the Re- 
moval of a Set of violent and partial 
Men, who had conſtantly oppoſed his 
Government, to be a Mark of His Ma- 
jeſty s Diſpleaſure to the Ifland, but a very 
ſignal one of his Fayour and Regard to 
its Welfare. 

His Juſtice and Fairneſs has ſhewn him 
worthy of his Employers. In order to 


2 give their Charge ſome Appearances, they 


found it neceſſary to ſuppreſs ſeveral Mi- 
nutes of Council, particularly thoſe of 
the gth of February, and the grh of June 
17 which would have clear d the moſt 
material Points in queſtion. And after 
they had been Repremanded for ſo un- 
juſt a Proceeding, (of which he could not 
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® By a Letter / the Lords Commiſſioners of 1400 
70 ar. Heywood. | | 


be 


6 


be ighorant) he takes as little Notice of 
thoſe Minutes, or any other Publick Pa- 
pers, but calls that a laying the true State 
of an Affair before the World, which was 
the Accuſation only. _ 

Having, as I hope, given à ſatisfactory 
Anſwer to the malicious Inſinuations con- 
tained. in that Preface, and ſhew'd how 


fhall leave the Reader to the peruſal of 
it, and then proceed to give what further 

Satisfaction T conceive may be neceſſary, 
in Anſwer to the e themſelves. 
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the following Report came to be made, I 


Ad 


F The ME MO R I AL i 1 Lird 
ARCchIBALD HAMILTON, 
late Governour of Jamaica, relatin 


to his Conduct there, and the MS 
' behaviour of ſeveral Members of the 
Council of that Iſlaud, and others, 
referred to the Board of Trade by 
Mr. Secretary Addiſon's Letter of 
the 26th of September, 1717. 
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Io the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commiſſioners for Trade and 
Plantations. 8 e 


My Lords, 
| laid before His Majeſty the 
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inclos d Memorial of te Lord 
Archibald Hamilton, late Gover- 
nour of Jamaica, ſetting forth His De- 
mand of Money advancd by him for the 
: Subſiſtence of rhe Forces belonging to 
that Iſland, and complaining of the Diſ- 


affection 
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affection and ill Pr actices of ſeveral. Meni q 


bers af the Council of the ſaid Ifland, 
as likewiſe of the Deputy Secretary thege- 
of: I am commanded to tranſmit - = ſame 
to your Lordſhips, together with the Copy 
of a Letter from the ſaid Deputy Secre- 
tary to the ſaid Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
and the Extract of another Letter from 
Mr. Bernard to his Lordſhip, that you 


may pleaſe to conſider thereof, and Re- 


port to His Majeſty what you think pro- 
per to be done thereupon. I am, 


My Lords, 
Tour Lordſhips 
5 moſt O Bealient, at 
moſt Humbie Servant, 


Fhitchall, Sept, 26. „ 
1717. 5 AD DIS ON. 
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Your Majeſty was pleaſed to ſnew Marks 


(13) 
To the K IN G 's Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty. _ 
The MEMORIAL of the Lord 
ARCHBALID HamiLToN, late 


Governour of Tour MA JE STY's 
Tjland of Jamaica, A 30G 


Humbly ſheweth, 


1. "HAT during the whole Admini- 


ſtration of the ſaid Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton there, he endeavoured to 
act in all reſpects agreeable to his Inſtru- 
ctions, and according to the Duty of his 
Office, in Support of your Majeſty's 
Royal Authority, then manifeſtly ſtruck 
at by a Set of violent and ill deſigning 
Men. | | 
2. That he had the Honour of your 
Majeſty's Approbation of his Conduct 
from Time to Time ; when upon the Re- 
preſentations he made, of the Misbeha- 
viour of ſeveral of your Majeſty's Coun- 
cil there, who had chiefly diſtinguiſhed 
rhemſelves in Oppoſition to your Service, 


of 


( 14 ) 
of your Diſpleaſure, by removing them 
from your Councii. 
3. That your Majeſty, by your Royal 
Letter of Privy-Seal, thought fit to re- 
uire ſeveral Matters of the Aſſembly, in- 
dipenſably neceſſary for the Safety and 
Welfare of that Iſland, and amongſt other 
things, recommended to them the givin 
the neceſſary and uſual Subſiſtance to your 
two Independent Companies there; the 
Diſcharging a Debt of 2700 J. 6 5. 3 4. 


Money advanced by the ſaid Lord Archi- 


tald, and the then Council, on that Ser- 
vice; which Debt the ſaid Aſſembly, in 
an undutiful manner, refuſing to diſcharge, 

ſtill remains due and unſatisfied. ö 
4. That altho' by one of your Maje- 
ſty's Inſtructions to the ſaid Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton, communicated by him to 
the Council and Aſſembly of Jamaica, 
they were expreſly commanded (in caſe 
any ground of Complaint againſt their 
Governour ſhould at any Time happen) 
to give ſuch Governour a Copy of their 
Charge, to the End his Defence and An- 
{wer thereto might arrive here, and be 
both conſider d together; yet the afore- 
ſaid Party in the Aſſembly knowing, as 
there was no uſt Cauſe for any Accuſa- 
tion; ſo if they did charge the ſaid Lord 
Archibald Hamilton with any —_— 
niſtra- 


. * « * 28.4% —_ — 
9 S os 9 Oba 
. „ 7 . e 
% ” 4 


615) 


2 nitration, in that equitable and 'publick 
manner preſcrib'd by your Majeſty's ſaid 
2 Inſtructions, they could not hope for 
© Succels. „ 5 


5. That in order therefore to compaſs 


their evil Deſigns, and remove the ſaid 
Lord Archibald Hamilton from his Go- 
vernment, a large Sum of Money was 
unwarrantably ſubſcribed and collected 
by the leading Members of the Aſſembly, 
and remitted to Great Britain, on pre- 
tence of ſolliciting here the Affairs of 
that Iſland; a Proceeding without Pre- 


cedent, and contrary to your Majeſty's 
Inſtructions, and thoſe of your Royal 
Predeceſſors. VF 
6. That at the Inſtigation of che ſaid 
Party, one Page, Deputy Secretary of 


; that Iſland, a Perſon unqualify'd, and of 
an ill Character, and whom the ſaid Lord 


Archibald Hamilton had therefore refuſed 
to admit into that Office, till he received 
your Majeſty's expreſs Commands for ſo 
doing ; deſerted his Office, and left the 


_ Iſland, contrary to Law, without the Li- 
_ cence or Privity of your Majeſty's then 


Governour _ | 
7. That the ſaid Page arriving in Great 
Britain, together with an obſcure Perſon, 
one Arlington, defray d our of the Sub- 
{cription Money afpreſaid; made Afﬀida- 
POE; vits, 


( r6 


Vis, chiefly rehearſing what they had 
heard ſaid: by Perſons, Enemies to Lord 


Archibald Hamilton, touching the Rob- 


beries committed on the Spanzards : in 


Subſtance containing, that the ſaid Lord 


Archibald Hamilton had encouraged Per- 
ſons to Fiſh upon the Spayiſh Wrecks on 


the Coaſts of Florida, and rob the Spa- 


niards on the ſaid Wrecks, and was con- 


cern d therein himſelf. In which Affida- 
vits the ſaid Perſons now appear to be 
wilfully and corruptly perjured. 


8. That your Majeſty was then pleaſed 


to recal the ſaid Lord Archibald Hamilton, 


and appoint Mr. Heywoed to ſucceed him in 


that Government; whom the ſaid Lord 
Archibald Hamilton had ſome Months be- 


fore, by the unanimous Advice of the 


Council, removed from your Majeſty's 
Council, as likewiſe from being Chief 
Juſtice of that Iſland ; the Reſolution of 
that Board being, that it was inconſi- 
{tent with your Majeſty's Service, for 
the ſaid Mr. Heywood to continue any 
longer in thoſe Places of Truſt, in tha 
time of Danger and Difticulry. 
9. That the new Councillors whom 
your Majeſty was pleas d to appoint with 


the laid New Governour, were thoſe whom 


your Majeſty had before, at the Inſtance 
of the faid Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
e 5 thought 
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'Þ chought fir to diſplace, and who had con- 


tinued their Oppoſition to your Service, 


1 and others the moſt violent Men in the 
Aſſembly, who had ſubſcribed moſt large- 
ly to the Sum collected and remitted, as 


aforeſaid, who then became the Majo- 


rity of your Majeſty's Council there. 


ro. That your Majeſty was pleaſed to 
Empower this New Governour and Coun- 


cil, ro enquire into the ſaid Lord Archi- 
© bald Hamilton's Conduct; and give them 


a diſcretionary Power to ſeize his Perſon, 
to be ſent over hither, with proper Evi- 
dence for convicting him, according to 


a 
£0 


11. That far from complying with 


your Majeſty's Inſtructions relating to 


this Affair, the ſaid New Governour and 
| Councillors, in the Enquiry made by 
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them, acted in the moſt arbitrary, par- 


rial, and injuſtifiable Manner, denying 
the Lord Archibald Hamilton, the com- 
mon Right of the meaneſt Britiſh Sub- 
jet, viz. A Copy of their Charge, or by 
any Means, to give him any Knowledge 
of what they had to alledge againſt him; 
thereby greatly abuſing the Truſt repoſed 


in them by your Majeſty. The Mea- 
: ſures they took, having been with the 
only View, of aſperſing the ſaid Lord 
Archibald Hamilton, by ſereening the 
; 47 2s B 


Guilty 


( 18 


Guilty againſt your Majeſty's juſt and YZ 


Royal Intention, of making Reſtitution 
to the Spanzares. 

12. That thus unheard, ignorant of 
his Charge, did the ſaid Mr. Heywood and 
New Councillors, late Aſſembly-Men, 
ſeize the Perſon of the ſaid Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton, and at a Day's Warning, 
ſent him a Priſoner to Great Britain ; 
having granted a very extraordinary, if 


not illegal Warrant for his Commitment; 


and all this by a Majority of one only, 
and thoſe New Councillors ; the reſt pro- 
teſting againſt their Proceedings. | 

13. That the ſaid Lord Archibald Ha- 
milton, ſince his Arrival here, has con- 
tinued many Months under Bail, to ap- 
pear and anſwer his Charge ; having, 

in the mean time, made frequent Appli- 
cations to have the ſaid Accuſation 
brought to a Hearing. 

14. That the ſaid Governour and Coun- 
cillors, conſcious of the Injuſtice of their 
Proceedings, have entirely drop'd their 
Charge, and have choſe rather to diſ- 
obey your Majeſtys Royal Commands, 
than appear any. farther in the Matter, 
or ſo much as attempt to ſupport their 
Charge. | 

By all which it manifeſtly appears, 
that the ſaid Complaint was raiſed 
_ through 
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through the Malice of the ſaid Perſons, 


Lord Archibald Hamilton. 


Wherefore, as he has ſuffered ſo much, 


and been fo ignominiouſly treated 
by the Perſons aforeſaid, for main- 
taining with Zeal, your Majeſty's 
Royal Authority; ſo having the ful- 


left Confidence in your Majeſty's 


known Juſtice and Goodneſs, in Con- 
ſideration of his long and. faithful 

Services, both by Sea and Land, he 
humbly conceives himſelf entituled 
to ſome Mark of your Majeſty's 
Royal Favour; and beſeeches your 
Majeſty, as well for reſtoring his in- 
jured Reputation, as for dilcourag- 
ing ſuch evil Practices for the future, 
to remove the ſaid Councillors, and 
Deputy Secretary, from thoſe Truſts ; 
the firſt having not only, ever fince 
your Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to 
the Crown, conſtantly oppoſed your 


Service, but alſo abuſed your Royal 


Authority, weakened your Goyern- 


ment there, and diſobeyed your 


Royal Orders; and the other, noto- 
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MINUTES of the Lords Commiil 
ſioners for Trade, &c. upon Hear- 


ing the Lord Archibald Hamilton, 


on each Article of his ſaid Memo- 
rial. "Trejew © by 
Lord Suffolk. 

Mr. Chetwynd. 

Sr Charles Cook. 

Mr. Moleſeworth. 

Mr. Pultney. 

Mr. Bladen, 


IHE Lord Archibald Hamilton, late 
„  Governour of Jamaica, attending 
— as appointed, he produced to 
their Lordſhips ſeveral Papers, in Proof 
of the Allegations of his Memorial to the 
King, referred to this Board, and men- 
tioned in the Minutes of the 27th of the 
laſt Month; his Lordſhip proceeded to 
his Proofs in Order, as the reſpective 
Paragraphs" ſtand Numbered in his Me- 
morial; and begun by obſerving, that 
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* Leave from the Governour ; their de- 
nying the Council any Right of amend- 
ing Meney Bills; and refuſing to make 
'Pcoviſion for Subſiſting His Majeſty's 
Forces there, which had been recom- 


75 


mended by His Majeſty. 
| | 


of Jamaica, were chiefly upon three 


Points, which his Inſtructions, and the 


Board of Trade, had recommended to 
him, viz. the pretended Power in the Aſ- 


what Time they thought fit, without 


1. To prove, that during the whole 


Adminiſtration of the faid Lord Archibald 


* Hamilton there, he endeavoured to act, 


in all reſpects, agreeable to his Inſtructi- 


ons, and according to the Duty of his 
Office, in Support of His Majeſty's Royal 
Autliority, then manifeſtly ſtruck at by 
a Set of violent and ill deſigning Men; 
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his Lordſhip referred ro Mr. Secretary 
(now Lord) Stanhopes Letter of the 25th 


of February, 1714-15. Which approves the 
| ſeveral Steps taken by the ſaid Lord: Ar- 
chibald Hamilton, in Execution of the 
Orders ſent him, upon the Death of Her 
late Majeſty: And to His Majeſty's Let- 
ter of the 13th of May, 1715. relating to 
the diſcharging of Publick Debrs, and 
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the Differences he had with the Aſſembly 


— 


(22 ) 
the Subſiſtance of the two Independent 
Companies there; wherein His Majeſty 
was pleaſed to expreſs His Royal Plea- 
ſure in rheſe Terms, v/z. *We expect you 
vill continue your beſt Endeavours for the 
Advancement of theſe good Ends, which 


we hope will reſtore that our Iſland to a 
© flouriſhing Condition. His Lordſhip far- 


ther appealcd to the Letter which this 
Board wrote to Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
the 17th of February, 1715-16. wherein 
it is repreſented, That by what appear- 


ed by the Books in this Office, the Lord 


Archibald Hamilton ſeemed exactly to have 
followed his Inſtructions. And as to His 
Majeſty's Authority being ſtruck at by 
violent and deſigning Men, his Lordſhip 
_ doubted not, but the ſame would fully 
appear in his Progreſs through the fol- 
lowing Articles. 


'2. To prove the ſecond Article of the 


Memorial, where his Lordſhip ſays, he 
had His Majeſty's Approbation of his 
Conduct, by the Removal of ſuch Mem- 


bers of the Council, whoſe Misbehaviour 


and Oppoſition to the King's Service, his 
Lordſhip had repreſented, he referred to 
the Report of the 25th of April, 1715. 
made by this Board ; whereupon Mr. 
Chaplin and Mr. Blair, who had encou- 
raged the Proceedings of the Aſſembly, 
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relating to their having the ſale Right of 
framing Money-Bills, and to a Power of 
Adjourning themſelves at Pleaſure, &c. 
were removed from His Majeſty's Coun- 
eil in Famaica. His Lordſhip added, that 
he ſhould give farther Inſtances of Mr. 
Chaplin and Blair's Behaviour, in ex- 
plaining the ſubſequent Articles. 

3. To ſupport what is aſſerted in the 
third Article, That the Aſſembly had, not- 
withſtanding His Majeſty's Recommen- 
dation, refuſed to make any Proviſion for 
the Subſiſtance of the two Independent 
Companies; the Lord Archibald Hamilton 
referred to the Minutes of the Aſſembly 
of the gth of November, 1715. and that 
part thereof was read; where the afore, 
ſaid Mr. Chaplin reported from a Com- 


+ mittee of the ſaid Aſſembly, that the Ac. 


counts of Money disburſed for the Sub- 
ſiſtance of Colonel Haudaſyd s Regiment, 
and the two Independent Companies, 
were of an unprecedented Nature, bein 
disburſed without a Law, or the publick 
Faith given for reimburſing the ſame; 
and that the Committee could not rake 
upon them to determine, whether the ſame 
gught to bo paid or not: whereupon the 
Aſſembly voted the ſaid Money to be no 
publick Debr, within the Conſtruction of 
His Majeſty's Letter of the 13th of May, 
| B 4 17155 


_ 


1715. tho it appears by a ſubſequent | 


Letter of His Majeſty, bearing Date the 
oth of April, 1716. relating to. the Pay- 
ment of that Money, that His Majeity 
did look upon ir as a publick Debt, and 
recommended the ſame to be provided 
for as ſuch, by his former Letter of rhe 
13th of May, 1715. . The Lord Archibald 
took Notice as a farther Proof of its be- 
ing a publick Debt, that Money advanced 
by the preſent Governour for the ſame 


Services, was not only acknowledged as 


a publick Debt, but has ſince been re- 
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imburſed by the Aſſembly, with an Al- 


lowance of 12 per Cent. Intereſt. 

4. Upon the fourth Article his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, that contrary to his Inſtructi- 
ons, cammunicared to the Council, Com- 
plaints had been ſent againſt him to Eng- 
land, which had never been communi- 
cated to him in Jamaica, as would full 
appear by Proofs. relating to the ſubſe- 
quent Articles, and more particularly to 
the 11th. 3 | 

. 5. To the fifth Artiole, alledging, that 
to compals their ill Deſigns. againſt his 
Lordſhip, a large Sum of Money was 
_ unwarrantably fubſcribed and collected 
by the leading Men of the Aſſembly, 
and remitted to Great Britain, on Pre- 
tence of ſoliciting the Affairs of that 


Iſland ; - | 
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Crs 
Iſland; his Lordſhip referred to the Mi- 
nutes of the Aſſembly of the 2oth and 
21ſt of December, 1715. and thoſe Parts 


which relate to the ſaid Subſcription were 


read, as likewiſe 'the Draught of the 
Subſcription drawn up by Captain Ben- 
net, who on his Lordihip's Removal, was 
conſtituted of the Council under Mr. Hey- 
wood. His Lordſhip obſerved, that the 
Aſſembly had, during his Government, 
prepared. and ſent to the Council, a Bill 


to raiſe Money for ſoliciting the publick 


Affairs of the Iſland in this Kingdom 
dy which the Aſſembly had excluded the 


Governour and Council from the very 

Knowledge of what was intended to be 
tranſacted; the Council made ſeveral A- 
mendments to the Bill, which the Aſſem 
bluy refuſing to admit of, on pretence 


that the Council had no Right to make 
any Alteration to a Money Bill: upon 
which the Bill was drop'd, and a Sub- 
{cription was ſet on foot; and his Lord- 


© ſhip ſaid, he had been well informed, 


that about 1100 J. were raiſed in the Af. 
ſembly, beſides what was collected in the 
ieveral Pariſhes, contrary to His Maje- 


[ ſty's Inſtructions. His Lordſhip added, 
that this Method of raifing Money, was 
at firſt propoſed to the Aſſembly in the 


Nature of an Ordinance, and rcad there 
| „„ *INo 


(SY) 
twice as ſuch; and as his Lordſhip had 
reaſon to belicve, was afterwards drop'd 
and put out of the Form of Ordinance, 
only upon ſome Obſervations which his 
Lordſhip made, as to the Irregularity of 
it. His Lordſhip obſerved, that tho' the 
chief Pretence for raiſing of this Money, 
was to ſolicit the Diſpatch of ſeveral 
Acts, he did not know, and he appealed 
ro the Board, if any Application had 
been made fince that Time, for the con- 
firming any Acts of that Iſland. From 
whence he did infer, that the foremen- 
tioned Bill, for ſoliciting the publick Af- 
fairs of the Iſland, as well as the Sub- 
ſcription, were deſigned for private Ends, 
and not for the publick Service of that 
Iſland. 5 es | 

6. To the ſixth Article alledging, that 
at the Inſtigation of a Party, one Page, 
Deputy Secretary of Jamaica, a Perſon 
unqualify'd,of an ill Character, and whom 
his Lordſhip had therefore refuſed to admir 
into that Office, till he received expreſs 
Commands for ſo doing; deſerted his Of- 
fice, and left the ſand? contrary to Law, 
without the Governour's Licence or Privityz 2 
His Lord{hip produced, and read a Letter 
under Mr.Page's own Hand, dated on Board 
the Diamond Man of War, the 6th of 
March, 1715. whereof a Copy was zune; 
| g | e 
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ed to his Memorial, deſiring his Lord{hip's 


favourable Opinion and Excuſe, for de- 
parting the Iſland without his Lordſhip's 
Leave. My Lord likewiſe produced a 
Letter from Mr. Bernard, Chief Juſtice, 
and one of the preſent Council of Jamaica; 
wherein he ſays, © That turning over the 
* Patent Book one Day, in the Secretary's 


Office, he was aſtoniſhed ro ſee an Entry 


of a Ticket from Lord Archibald Ha- 
* milton to Samuel Page, to go off the I- 
fland. Whereupon my Lord obſerved, 


that Mr. Page mult either have forged his 


Lordſhip's Name to a Ticket, or contrary to 
the Truſt repoſed in him, and unknown to 
his Lordſhip, have filled up with his own 
Name, one of the Blank Tickets, which 


Multiplicity of Buſineſs obliged his Lord- 


thip to leave in his Hands, ready ſigned. 
That Mr. Page had, with the Letter hc 
wrote to his Lordſhip, after his leaving 
the Iſland, ſent a Certificate of his Indiſ- 
poſition, as an Excuſe for his leaving the 


Iſland ; but that his Lordſhip could nor 


look upon that as a juſt Reaſon for his 
going oft ſo abruptly and without Leave. 
His Lordſhip farther referred ro the Mi- 
nutes of the Council of Jamaica, of the 
gth of March, 1715-16, upon this Subject, 
which was read. In relation ro Mr. Page's 
not being qualified, his Lordſhip alledged, 

| Hat 
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that ſome of the Members of the Coun- 


cil were always obliged to take the Mi- 
nutes of what paſſed at that Board, where 
the ſaid Page acted as Clerk. And as to 
his ill Character, his Lordſhip thought 
the ſame would more manifeſtly appear 


| by the Proof of the following Article of 


his Lordſhip's Memorial. 
7. The ſeventh Article alledging, that 
the ſaid Page, with one Arlington in Great 


Britain, defrayed our of the Subſcription 


Money aforeſaid, made Afﬀidavits, chiefly 
rehearſing what they had heard the Lord 
Archibald Hamiltons Enemics fay, con- 
cerning the Robberies committed on the 


Spaniards; in which Affidavits the ſaid 
Perſons now appear to be wilfully and 


corruptly perjured. To prove the ſame, 
his Lordſhip firſt obſerved, that Mr. Page 
in his Affidavit of the 15th of May, 1716, 
has made Oath, That the Deponent heard 
from Leonard Barton, a Perſon of a fair 
Character, who was diſpatched to the 
Leeward part of Jamaica, where this 
Deponent was on the gth Day of March, 
that the ſaid Spaniſh Sloop, with her 
whole Cargo, was condemned in the ſaid 
Barton's Preſence, the 7th Day of March 
laſt, Sc. To contradict which Affidavit, 
his Lordſhip produced an original Affida- 
vit of the faid Leonard Barton, 8 
fore 


( 29 ) 


fore Mr. Bernard, Chief Juſtice of Jamaica, 
the 17th of Auguſt, 17 16. which was read, 
wherein the ſaid Barton depoſeth in the 
Words following, viz. And this Deponent 
farther faith, 'That he neither knoweth 
Dr. Samuel Page, nor ever had any Commu- 
nication or Difcourſe wich him, touching 
or concerning the Spaniſh Sloop, formerly 
called the Aeufington, taken by Captain 
Francis Farnando, &c. Which Affidavit of 
Mr. Barton, his Lordſhip took Notice, 
muſt have been true, and conſequentiy 
Pages falſe; becauſe the Condemnation 
of che Spaniſh Sloop was not till the-16th 
Day of March, as appears by a Copy of 
the Sentence under the Seal of the Ifland, 
produced by his Lordſhip ; whereas the 
ſaid Page had been ſeveral Days at Sea 
before that Time, and yet he pretends to 
have been informed of this Condemna- 


tion by the ſaid Barton ſo long before it 


happen'd, as the 7th of that Month. His 
Lordſhip farther obſerved, that the ſaid 
Page had depoſed in the Words following, 
viz. To which ſaid Memorial the ſaid Don 
Juan could receive no other Anſwer from 
the Governour, than that - the Florida 
Shore was part of the King of Englands 
Dominions ; and that as the Spaniards 
had ſeized on ſome Eugliſp Veſſels ſince 
the Peace, the ſaid Governour believed 
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the ſaid Spaniards were indebted to the 
Engliſh more than thoſe Spaniſh Effects 
would anſwer. To diſprove which Aſler- 
tion, his Lordſhip produced and read a 
Minute of Council of the ſaid Iſland, da- 
ted the gth.of February 1715. and ſigned | 
by Mr. Page himſelf; by which it appears, 
that ſeveral Anſwers were given to Don 
Juan del Valle upon his Memorial, by his 
Lordſhip and the Council of Jamaica; 
who offered it to the Conſideration of the 
ſaid Don Juan del Valle, whether the pro- 
ſecuting the Officers and Mariners of tlie 
two Veſſels complained of, and the iſſuing 
ſuch a Proclamation as deſired, might not 
deter others, then out, from returning to 
Jamaica, and be a Means of putting them 
upon ſuch deſperate Attempts, as might |: 
be of more pernicious Conſequence to the 
Crown of Spain, &c. Whereupon the 
ſaid Don Juan del Valle declined inſiſting 
on any criminal Proſecution, leſt ſuch 
Conſequences happening, as might juſtly 
be feared, the Blame thereof might be 
imputed to him. And that the ſaid Page 
had been corruptly perjured, his Lordſhip * 
inferred from his having receiv'd part of 
the foremention'd Subſcription Money, as 
his Lordſhip was credibly inform'd ; as 
alſo, that upon his Return to Jamaica, he 
had complained of not having recciv'd 
vn — enough. 
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enough. The Lord Hamilton farther 
took Notice upon this Article, of a Pe- 
tition from ſeveral Merchants of Jamaica, 
mention'd in the Minutes of the Council 
of that Iſland, of the 25th of Jane, 1714, 
which was now read, preying, that upon 
the Departure of the Men of War, his 
Lordſhip would rake proper Mcthods for 
the Protection of the Trade of rhe Iſland, 
then in Danger, from Pirates: Where- 
upon his Lordſhip ſaid, he granted ſeve. 
ral Commiſſions ro Commanders of Vel- 
ſels, ro go in queſt of the ſaid Pirates; 
giving them proper Inſtructions, and ta- 
king Security for the due Obſervance 
thereof: Which Commiſſions and Inſtru- 
ctions, as his Lordſhip affirm'd, were the 


ſame that had been formerly given by his 


Predeceſſors on like Occaſions, Copies 
of which he promis d to tranſmit to the 
Board. That upon Complaints againſt 
ſome of the Commanders of the Veſſels, 
he iſſued a Proclamation for recalling 


them. His Lordſhip likewiſe obſerved, 


that Mr. Blair and Mr. Chaplin, two Per- 
ſons concerned in the Complaint againſt: 
him, were Security for ſome of the Com- 

manders of theſe Veſſels. | 
8. Upon the cighth Article, relating 
to his Lordſhip's removing Mr. Heywood 
(now Commander in Chief of TROY) 
rom 
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from the Place of Chief Juſtice, and from 


the Council there; his Lordſhip referred 


to the Minute of Council of the 14th of 
February, 1715-16. whereby it appeared, 
that his Lordſhip, conformable to his In- 
ſtructions, had not only the Majority, 
but the unanimous Advice of the Council 
in that Proceeding. _ 


9. As to the ninth Article, alledging, 
that ſome of the new Councillors whom 
the King was pleaſed to appoint with Mr. 
Heywood the New Governour, were ſome 
of them the ſame Perſons whom His Ma- 
jeſty had before thought fit to diſplace, 
and who had continued their Oppoſition : 
to his Service; and that others of the 


New Councillors had been the moſt vio- 


lent Men in the Aſſembly, in oppoſing 
the ſeveral Matters recommended by his 
Majeſty's Letters, and had moſt largely 
ſubſcribed to the Sum remitted, as afore- 
ſaid; His Lordſhip named Mr. Blair and 
Mr. Chaplin as the former ; and Mr. Riſ- 


by, Mr. Thomas Beckford, and Mr. Bennet 


as the latter. r 7 

As to the roth, 11th, and {12th Arti- 
cles, relating to the Inſtruction ſent Mr. 
Heywood and his Council, for ſeizing the 


Lord Hamiltons Perſon, and ſending him 
Priſoner to England, with proper Proofs, 7 C 


in caſe they ſhould find him concerned in 
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tlie Piracy laid to his Charge, and to the 
unjuſtifiable manner in which they put 
this Inſtruction in execution againſt the 
ſaid Lord Hamilton, and ſcreening Offen- 
ders; He averred, that having ſent to 
2 defire a Copy of the whole Charge a- 
gainſt him, and repeated tliat Meſſage, 
be could obtain no Anſwer, as Mr. Cock- 
burne, his Lordſhip's Secretary, whom he 
ſent for ſuch Copy, was now ready to 
reſtify upon Oath. That even Mr. Bro- 
2 &erick and Mr. Bernard, two of the Mem- 
bers of that Council, were denied Copies 
of what paſſed at that Board; to pre- 
vent his Lordſhip's knowing the full Sub- 
ſtance of his Accuſation, whereby his 
Lordſhip had not the Opportunity of croſs- 
examining Witneſſes, as aforeſaid. That 
the Majority of the ſaid Council acted 
very partially, in adjourning to the Houſe 
of one of the Members of that Board 
of their Party, who was indiſpoſed; and 
27 refuſing ro adjourn to another Member's 
2 Houſe on the like Occaſion ; whereas 
it they had done it in this laſt Caſe, the 
Votes for his Lordfhip's Commitment 
had been equally divided. ME 
His Lordſhip being asked what Steps 
were taken by Colonel Heywood, and the 
_ 3 Government of Jamaica, to anſwer rhe 
Intent of His Majeſty's forementioned In- 
3 8 ſtructions, 
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ſtructions, his Lordſhip ſaid he was un- 


acquainted therewith: That he was not 


taken into Cuſtody till a few Days before 


he was ſent away; and that no Cauſe of 
Commitment was ſpecified in the War- 
rant for that purpoſe, which was ſigned 


only by an Under- Clerk of the Council. 


His Lordſhip acknowledged he was in- 
tere ſted in the Sloop Bennet; but being 
ſenſible that the Commander thereof had 


exceeded his Commiſſion, and broken his 
Inſtructions, by the Seizure he had made 
of Spaniſh Goods, his Lordſhip was far 
from intending to reap any Advantage 
from ſo unlawful a Proceeding. And he 


appealed to the Minutes of the Council 


of Jamaica, of the gth of June, 1716. 
for a Proof of his Integrity upon this Oc- 
caſion. His Lordſhip likewiſe farther af- 
firmed, that above a Month before that 


Council was held, and before Don Juan de 


Valle had made any Complaint againſt 
che Ship his Lordſhip was concerned in, 
be had communicated his Intention upon 
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this Subject to Mr. Bernard and Mr. Bro- 


derich, two of the Council, who were of 
Opinion, that his Lordſhip would do well 
to temporize with Bexdiſh, and receive 
his own Share of the Profit ariſing from 
the foreſaid Capture from the Spaniards, * 
in order: to fix the Proportion of the 1 4 
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veral Owners, and thereby to diſcover 5 
and ſecure as many of the Effects as poſ- ö 
ſible, for the Uſe of the Perſons from ; 
7 whom the ſame had been illegally. taken. = 
And accordingly his Lordſhip 3 , 
Z C 


his Share of the Capture, and depoſi 
the ſame in the Hands of the Provoſt 
Marſhal, ſubject to His Majeſty's Orders, 
where the ſame now lies. e 
Upon this Occaſion his Lordſhip far- 
ther obſerved, that he had the rather choſe 
do conduct himſelf in this Tranſaction by 
the Advice of the aforeſaid Mr. Bernard 
and Mr. Broderict, becauſe they were both 
of them Perſons learned in tlie Law ; the 
firſt being Chief Juſtice, and the latter at 
that time His Majeſty's Attorney General 
of Jamaica; and as they were perfectly 
informed with what Intention it was that 
his Lordſhip did receive his Share of the 
faid Prize. When Mr. Heywood and his 
Council were afterwards deliberating whe- 
„ther they ſhould be juſtify'd by His Ma- 
jeſty's Inſtructions, in ſecuring the ſaid 
Lord Hamiltons Perſon; the ſaid Mr. Ber- 
"3 mard and Mr. Broderick did make Oath of 
the Truth of the forementioned Fact, 
| which they declared, in their Opinion, to 
be a ſufficient Proof that the ſaid Lord 
Hamilton was not concerned in the Pira- 
cy; and for chat Reaſon they and two 
e = 1 | other 
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lers, as his Lordſhip had been informed, 
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other Members of the Council refuſed to 
conſent to the Queſtion for his -Lordſhip's 
Commitment; which was carry d only 
by one Voice, as may appear by the Mi- 


nutes of Council of the 13th of Septem- 
ber,” 1716. | 


As a farther Proof of his Lordſhip's In- 
rention to do Juſtice to the Spanzards, he 
referred to the Minutes of the Council of 
the 21ſt of June, 1716. by which it ap- 
peared, how deſirous he was that the 


Appeal offered by the Spaniſh Agents, 
from the Sentence of the Court of Ad- 


miralty, tho not proper in Point of Form, 
ſhould have its Effect. 

13. As to the thirteenth Article, his 
Lordſhip alledged, that Mr. Heywood ha- 
ving, contrary to his Majeſty's Inſtructi- 


ons, ſent no Evidence to ſupport the 
Charge againſt him, he had, ſince his 


Arrival here, continued many Months 
under Bail ; and not only pctitioned for 
a Hearing, but given publick Advertiſe- 
ments at the Exchange in London, that he 
was ready to anſwer whatever any Per- 


ſons might have to object to him; bur 
that no Body had appeared; and Mr. 


Beudiſh, who was ſent over in order to 
be the chief Evidence againſt his Lord- 
ſhip, had declared to ſome of the Mini- 


that 


IF : 
7 


3 


8 


that he had nothing to ſay againſt him. 


And his Lordſhip obſerved, that this Mr. 
| Bendiſh was one of the Perſons concern- 


ed in the Ship that had committed Pi- 
racy, and the very ſame that had brought 
him his Share of the Capture, and who 
by his Lord{hips Order in Council, had 


given Security to return ſuch Part of the 
Spaniſh Effects as had come to his Hands; 


notwithſtanding which, rhe ſaid Bendiſb 


had obtained from Mr. Feywood a Noli 
Proſequi, contrary to the Intention of His 
Majeſty's Inſtructions, for diſcovering and 


puniſhing all Perſons concerned in the Pi- 


racies complained of. 


14. Upon the fourteenth Article, im- 


porting, that the preſent Mr. Heywood 


and Councillors of Jamaica had drop'd 


their Charge on this Subject; his Lord- 
ſhip obſerved, that this Board was well 


acquainted what Endeavours were uſed 
to oblige Mr. Page and Arlington to ap- 


pear to what they had alledged againſt 


his Lordſhip ; ſo that- upon the whole, 
his Lordſhip hoped his Innocence might 


now plainly appear, and that thoſe of the 
Council, who had ſo notoriouſly misbe- 


haved themſelves, might not be continu- 
ed of the Council, nor Mr. Page in the 
Poſt of Deputy Secretary. 
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"Right Honourable 


Mr. Secretary AD DISON. 


$71 Nj EE - 
N Obedience ro His Majeſty's Com- 
mands, ſignify'd to us by your Let- 
ter of the 26th paſt, We have taken 
the Memorial of the Lord Archibald Ha- 
Milton, late Governour of Jamaica, into 
our Conſideration; and his Lordſhip has 
laid before Us ſeveral Proofs to make 
out the Truth of the Allegations therein 
contained. „% ͤ;ͤß cœ „„ 


His Lordſhip's Method of proceeding 


herein, was to apply his Evidence to the 
ſeveral Articles in Order, as they now 
ſtand numbered in his Memorial ; and as 
his Proofs were pretty voluminous, We 
have rather choſen ro tranſmit to You a 
Copy of our Minutes, together with the 
{everal Papers and Extracts cherein refer- 
red to, annexed to his Memorial, than 
to incorporate them in the Body of this 
Letter; that His Majeſty may be the 
better able to judge, whether they do 


not ſufficiently prove the ſeveral Facts aſ- 1 


ferred in his Lordſhip's Memorial. 


4s 
» 
13 
2 
3 
1 
Wb 
"6 
_- 


You 


„ 
TEX 


moſt of theſe Proofs conſiſt of written 
Evidence, as Inſtructions and Letters from 
His Majeſty, Letters from the Secretary 
of State and rhis Board, and Minutes of 
the Council in TERS . and | are con- 
ſequently of ſuch a Nature, as could not 
admit of Contradiction, if the Perſons 
complained of by his Lordſhip had been 
preſent ro make rheir own Defence, which 


in this Caſe was impracticable, becauſe 


tiere are none of them in the Kingdom. 
But indeed conſidering the Nature and 
Circumſtances of my Lord Archibald Ha- 


miltons Caſe, the Preſumptions, as well 


as the Proofs, are very ſtrong in his Fa- 
your; ſince the Proſecution againſt him 
was entirely drop'd, upon his Lordſhip's 
being diſmiſſed from His Majeſty's Service, 


tho he did often ſolicit to be heard be- 


fore His Majeſty in Council. 


The Orders given by His Majeſty for 
ſecuring Lord Hamilton's Perſon, ſeem to 
have been chiefly grounded upon the Af- 
ſidavits of Walter Arlington and Samuel 
Page, preſent Deputy Secretary to the 
Iſland of Jamaica, whoſe Character at 


that Time was not ſo well known as it 


has been ſince. And You will perceiye - 


by the Papers annexcd, how little. regarg 
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the faid Page has had to Truth, and'how 
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far his Zeal in that Cauſe tranſported him 
beyond the Rules of common Juſtice. 
Lou will likewiſe be pleaſed to take 


Notice, hoy ill an Uſe Mr. Heywood and 


the Council have made, of His Majeſty's 
Inſtructions, for ſecuring the Lord Ar- 


chibald's Perſon; wherein, in our Opi- 


nion, they were no wiſe juſtifiable by 
thoſe Inſtructions, becauſe they were 
not directed by His Majeſty's Orders ta 
ſend the Lord Archibald Priſoner to Eng- 
land, unleſs upon Examination it ſhouid 
appear to them, that he was concerned 
in the Piracy complained of by the Spa- 
F 
It cannot but be a great Misfortune to 
any Gentleman, to be diſmiſſed the Ser- 
vice of ſo excellent a Prince as His Ma- 
jeſty; but to be removed in a manner ſo 
reflecting upon his Character, muſt add 
to the Mortification; and we are ſorry 
to find the Publick has been ſo little ad. 
vantaged by the Change 
We ſhall not take upon Us to deter- 
mine, how far it might be proper for His 
Majeſty to comply with the Prayer of 
my Lord Archibald Memorial; tho' if 
jf it ſhould. appear to His Majeſty, that 
Mr. Heyco, and the other Perſons com- 
plajned of by his -Lordſhip, have been 
bs 2 evily 
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guilty of the Facts by him laid to theit 


Charge, We cannot but think it would 
be for his Majeſty's Service in the Iſland, 


and contribute. very much to the better 


ſupporting His Majeſty's Government 
there for the future, that His Majeſty 
ſhould ſhow ſuch Marks of his Diſplea- 
ſure againſt them, as to His Royal Wif- 
dom may ſeem moſt proper. 
Bur as to Mr, Page, We think it highly 
Majeſty's Service, that 

a Perſon of his Character ſhould be re- 


moved from the Place of Under-Secretary _ 
to the Iſland of Jamaica, and from all : ; 


Offices of Fruſt whatſoever, under His 
Majeſty ; fince it will be impoſſſble for 
any Governour to diſcharge his Duty in 


ſo effectual a manner, as might otherwiſe 
be expected from him, whilſt he ſhall. 


find himſelf in the Power of a Secretary, 
in whom he cannot repoſe the leaſt Con- 
fidence. We are, SIR, Hs 


LY 


Tour moſt Obedient, and iT 
maſt Humble Servants, 


Whitehall, Oct. 24 J:. Chetwynd. 
W J. Moleſworth. 

| 0 ulteney. I, 

 * Martin Bladen, 
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þ Farther : Conlidered. 


TER ſo black an Ac- 
„cauſation in a National AF- 
fair, and upon which it 
2 was my Misfortune, be- 
force 1 could have an Op- 

SDA — 2 portunity of juſtifying My 
ſelf, to feel the heavieſt Marks of His Maje- 
ſty's Diſpleaſure; it muſt be thought a 
ſtrong e of my Innocence, that 
His Majeſty has been graciouſly pleated, 
not only to admit Me into His Royal Pre- 
ſence, but to ſhew ſingular Marks of his 
Diſcountenance upon thoſe Perſons, who 


had incited and ſtirred up that Noe in : 4 


againſt Me. And I ſhould indeed have 
contented My ſelf with this Juſtification, 
and the Conſciouſneſs of My own Inte- 
$*ity, had I not been called upon in ſo 


. = publick 
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publick a manner, to Vindicate My; Re: 
putation to the World, and which as much 
as may be farther wanting, I fhall now 
endeavour to do, by conſidering ſuch 
Part of the Articles as the Report was 
not concerned in, and explaining ſuch 
Part of My Conduct as was not properly 
before the Lords Commiſſioners, to ju- 
ſtify or condemn. 1 

And, Firſt, becauſe it is ſtill inſinuated 
to the World, as if the Commiſſions I 
granted were deſignad to favour Piracies, 
1 thought it neceſſary to annex the 
* Commiſſions themſelves, with the In- 
ſtructions 1 gave, and the Security I 
took; and muſt crave the Reader's Pa- 
tience, whilſt on this and other Heads, 
J enlarge a little upon what the Report 
mentions, rather than be more tedious in 
publiſhing at length rhe ſeveral Repre- 
ſentations of the Merchants, and more 
of the many other Original Papers, to 
which that Report refers, than I conceive 
to be abſolutely neceſſary. 05 
It is too notorious, that from the very 
Time of the Treaty of Suſpenſion of 
Arms between Great-Britain and Spain, 
there were continual Hoſtilities commit- 
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red on the Part of the Subjects of Spain 


both by Landing on the Iſland of Ja- 


maica, and unwarrantably ſeizing and ta- 


King our Veſſels. Sloops and Barks 
were fitted out from many of their Ports, 
particularly from the Southern Coaſt of 
Cuba; ſeveral of which pretended to have 


Commiſſions to ſeize all Veſſels within 
fuch Latitudes, as took in Jamaica, and 


all its Trade: A Piece of Eight, or Spa- 


#//þ Piſtol, which is the current Coin of | 


all our own Colonies, found on Board 


any Engliſh Veſſel, was called Counter- 
band Goods, and a ſufficient Cauſe of 
Seizure : and where Reſiſtance was made, 
fome barbarous Murders were committed. 
The Seas were become more dangerous 


than in Time of War; ſeveral Applica- 


tions were made to the Spaniſh Gover- 
nours, without Effect; and our Merchants 


were bid to go to Madrid for Redreſs. 
In ſhort, all our Traders in general de- 


clared, it was no longer practicable for |. 


them to continue their Commerce of any 
Kind, unleſs they might have Commiſſi- 
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Aliſt of the whole amounting to about 40 (whereof 
upwards of 30 were taken before any of the Commi f- 
fons were granted) has been ſent over fince my Re- 
moval,. and laid before His Majefly by the Merchants, 
axad ther ſeveral Proofs. oo oo oi nt 


— 


Ons 


= LO Fl 


* 5 Ma. he ? r + 
o i Fd NT 
a; BY i r AT Ee, $A 15 $33 2. A EN 
* r Nr : 4 2 * £ 5 


R 
ee 
3 7 e 


EL? 


A. 
** 


9 * nt RR 8 e Z * 
bo $4 NS r ED py N UNE Fae DEF LICE WW 2 2 
E b r. 8 1 1 inf A 


9 * 
N rn 
” J U PROVE , 4B 
5 : F 2 
R e D Ye SE bt = 


2 PLA _ . 5 : Lhe 2 Y Pl » 
NE Rs b dare ed AER oe? 0s 
- 


C 


£ Ss 


ons granted them, to defend chemſelres 


againſt Pirates. 


Nor were theſe Declarations in Words 
only; beſides the Petition of the Mer- 
chants of the 25th of June, 1714. men- 
tion d in the Report; the Aſſembly of 


Jamaica, upon the 28th of December, 1715. 


voted as follows ; © Thar ſince the Peace, 
& We had Reaſon to believe Our Trade 


© more Secure, but find the contrary ; 
* many of our Veſſels having been ta- 


& ken under Pretence of Commiſſions 
ce from the Alcaldez of Trinidado, under 
ce the Government of the Havana. 7 

And by this Time the Merchants in 
Great Britain were become ſo ſenſible of 
this, and ſo much alarm'd from the Ac- 


counts of their Correſpondents, that in 


or about the e Month of January, 


1715-6.- they preſented a Repreſentation 
to His Majeſty, ſetting forth, © That the 
« Britiſh Navigation in the American Seas, 
ſince the laſt Peace, hath been in an 
unuſual manner greatly interrupted by 
Veſſels chiefly mann d by French, (as 
they were inform' d) under Spaniſh Com- 
miſſions, who had taken diverſe Ships 
belonging to His Majeſty's Subjects, 
and made Prize of them under the 

moſt frivolous Pretences, as appeared 
« by a Paper annex d: and if ſome ſtop 
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as not ſoon put to this growing Evil, 
the Britiſh Navigation in America wou d 
in a ſhort Time, be ruined ; and pray 
<, ſuch Relief therein, as His Majeſty 
<. ſhall think fit.” This Repreſentation 
was deliver'd to the Secretary of State 


by an eminent Merchant, who was in- 


duced ſoon after (by what kind of Argu- 
ments I will not ſay) to countenance, 


in a very extraordinary manner, the Com- 


plaint againſt Me The Conſiſtency of 
which Procceding, I muſt leave him to 
explain, and to thew how the Commiſſi- 
ons I granted, came to appear to him 


more likely to encourage than o put a 


Stop to the growing Evil, he himſelf had 
complained of. „ 
And by another Memorial in the Month 
ofͤ 1716. the Merchants again 


fer forth, The Apprehenſions they 


« were under, from piratical Practices in 
CC 


c 


© the Protection of the Iſland, as ſhould 

& be thought neceſſary to ſecure it from 
the Dangers it lay expos d to.” And 
there were ſtill others of the like Nature, 


* Fa 


from Time to Time, which for brevity 
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thoſe Parts, and the want of Ships 
of War there ; and humbly pray, ſuch. 
« a Naval Strength may be order'd for | 
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I do not ſay, that any of the Spa 
Governours juſtified thoſe Proceedings. 
On the contrary, it was credibly report- 
ed, Two of their own Veſſels, who had 
done the moſt Miſchief, were at length 
proclaimed Pirates by the Spaniards them- 
ſelves, both upon Cuba and Hiſpauiola. 

Nor will I deny, but there were like- 
wiſe ſome few unjuſtifiable Acts, and one 
notorious Robbery commitred on the 
Marquis of Navares, by our People, be- 


fore ' thoſe Commiſſions were granted. 


Bur J appeal to my Correſpondence with 
the Miniſters, during the whole Courſe 
of my Government, if I did not pive 
chem the moſt particular Accounts of all 


thoſe Tranſactions ; and ſolicite Repara- 


tion to be made to the Spaniards, equally 
as to the King's Subjects. And I have not 
only had the Honour of their Letters, 


which acknowledge it; but even fram the 
French and Spaniards themſelves, the 


moſt authentick Proofs of my having 
endeavoured to do them Juſtice; and in 
ſome Caſes, of my having effectually 
err | T 1 
At the Time I was preſſed moſt for 
theſe Commiſſions, We had only one Man 
of War, and one Sloop left on the Fa- 


maica Station, both foul, . and in that 
reſpet unfit to go after thoſe light 


nimble 


(48). 
tiimble Veſſels which infeſted Us; and 


even ſuch as they were, the Command 


ers had given me Notice, that they had 
received Orders to return to Britain, as 
ſoon as their Proviſions were reduced, 
which was very near. Nor had I any 
Notice that they were to be relieved by 
any other Ships, as in Fact it afterwards 
happen d they were not; but the Iſland 
was left for ſeveral Months without any 
Man of War for its guard. 5 
Theſe were our Circumſtances when 
that unnatural Rebellion broke out, which 
ic was reaſonable to ſuppoſe, employed 
the whole Thoughts and Attention of 


the Miniſters. And We could have little 


Expectation of Ships ſufficient to protect 
Us, or a due Notice taken of our Affairs, 
till char was quelled, on which our All 
depended. | 


I thought it my Duty in the mean 


Time, to provide the beſt I could for the 
Safety of Trade and Commerce in thoſe 
Parts ; Precedents were brought Me of 
the like Commiſſions having been granted 
by Sir William Beeſton, and others, My 
Predeceſſors. The Application was gene- 


ral, and made even by ſome of the very 


Perſons, who have ſince been my Judges 
aud Proſecutars. I took Advice of the 
moſt able in the Law, and the moſt pro- 


per 


* 


( 49 ) 
per to be adviſed by of the Legality of 
chem. And T knew in Nature, no other 
Expedient to help, or fatisfy the Uneaſi- - 
neſs of all People univerſally under My 
Government; nor could I poſſibly fore- 
ſee any Inconveniencies that could natu- 
rally ariſe from them. rs 
I own, there was a Report of the Spa- 
- »iſh Flota being loſt, before the Commiſ- 
ſions were made out, but not before ſome 
of them were ordered. And all We knew 
of the Flota at that Time, was very un- 
certain; it was generally ſaid they were. 
ſunk, ſome on the Horida Coaſt, and o- 
thers on the Bahamah Shoals, and that 
the Men'were all drown'd. And quickly 
after, We had Intelligence from ſeveral 
Parts of the Indies, that Veſſels were fit- 
ting out to go in ſearch of the Wrecks ; 
15 ſeveral went from Jamaica, who had 
no Commiſſions ; which was not in my 
Power to hinder, but by a general Em- 
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The Queſtion therefore with me, with 
Reſpe@ to the Commiſſions, was, Whe- 
ther this Co-incidency of the Spaniſh 
Wrecks ought reaſonably to ſtop my In- 
cettion. in granting chem, Eyery one. 
knows, Commiſſions from the Crown have 
| been formerly granted expreſly for chat 
purpoſe: And later Inſtances have ſhewn, 
1 D 1 


(9) 
that theſe were looked upon of the ſame 
Nature with other Wrecks. But I confeſs, 
it did not in the leaſt enter into my 
Thoughts then, that the permitting, or 
even encouraging the going in queſt of 

Wrecks in all Circumſtances, muſt imply | 
an Intention to encourage Robberies and 
Piracies ; much leſs did I conceive it poſſi- 
ble to make theſe Commiſſions and In- 
ſtructions (for the Performance of which 
I took good Security, in the Penalty of 
1500 J. from each Commander, and which 
are as expreſs as Words can make them 
ro hinder and reſtrain thoſe Commanders 
from any Acts of Hoſtility whatever a- 
gainſt any of His Majeſty's Allies) an 
Argument and Encouragement for com- 
mitting thoſe Hoſtilities. | 
I have been the fuller upon theſe Com- 
miſſions, in order to ſhew that there was 
a real Occaſion for them, and that the 
Deſign of them had no relation to the 
Spaniſh Wrecks. But I inſiſt upon it, that 
even upon that ſuppoſition, it was more 
adviſeable to grant them than not : And 
if the Securities given were not ſtrong 
enough to hold ſome Men from commir- 
ting wes» it is ridiculous to imagine 
they woul 


have been more reſtrained by | 


— 
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in the Conſideration of which I will only 
deſire ſo much Candour from every. Gen- 
tleman who ſhall give himſelf the Trou- 
ble to peruſe them, as to have regatd to 
the apparent View and Intention in every 
Action of Mine; that as it has been in- 


ſinuated the Spaniſh Money was my 


Temptation, and that without ſome In- 
tereſt of My own, I could not be ſup- 
poſed to encourage Hoſtilities for the 
Crime ſake; if it ſhall appear, that in 
every Inſtatice wherein I had any Con- 
cern, I was above thoſe Temptations, and 
did what I could to have Reſtitution and 
Satisfaction made, I hope in Caſes 
wherein I had no Imeteft, and IT think 


Bribery is not any where pretended, I 


ſhall not readily be thought to have con- 
federated with my very Enemies, to com- 
mit Piracies. Of this kind is the Sub- 
ſtance of the firſt Article, which did not 
fall under rhe Conſideration of the Lords 
Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations. 
It charges in general, My having 
« counſeld and adviſed, nor only the 
« going to the Wrecks, but if ſtronger 
et than the Spaniards, the beating them 
4 off, and taking their Money from them: 


Which is attempted to be proved þy one 


Inſtance only, and that by the Affidavit 
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(52) 
of the guilty Party himſelf; the Merit of 
which was, to prevent a Proſecution a- 
gainſt him and his Securities. For this 
very Jonathan Barnet, who commanded 
the Snow-Tyger, upon whoſe Affidavit this 
Article is entirely framed, was the firſt 
who committed Hoſtilities upon the Cuba 


Shore, in Breach of his Inſtructions ; and 


occaſioned the firſt Complaint, which T 
received by Don Juan Del Vallee, from 
the Governour of the Havana. 

And here the Reader may take Notice 
of another Inſtance of Mr. Pages regard 
to Truth; he was Clerk of the Council 
when Don Juan firſt Memorial, and the 


Governour of the Havana's Letter, com- 


plaining of this Szow, was read; and yet 
when he run away for Great Britain, and 
carried the Lift of the commiſſion' d Veſ- 
ſels with him, this and one other Veſ- 


ſel belonging to his particular Friends, 


were the only he certified to have been 
innoxious in the Account he gave the 
Miniſters. But to return. 

If my denial of theſe Words, alledg'd 
to have been ſpoken by me, and my op- 
polite Conduct in every other Inſtance, 


ſhall not be thought ſufficient to clear me 


of this Imputation, I will only obſerve | 
a few Things, and leave it to the World 
to belieye Mr. Barnet or Me. 

"oy In 


( 53) 

In the firſt place, it is not ſo much as 
pretended I had any Concern or Intereſt 
in Barnet's Veſſel; he was a Creature of 
the Faction that oppoſed Me, and em- 
ploy'd by them. 1 by 

In the ſame Affidavit he himſelf ſwears, 


that I told him, © I could give him no 


* Commiſſion thar would do him any 
“ Service on the Wrecks, or any other 
*,than to defend him againſt Pirates. 


And it is to be preſumed, he read and 


conſider d his Inſtructions, which put 
him under the Penalty of 1500 /. if he 
did, what he ſays, I adviſed him to do. 
Beſides, Galdy's and Barnets Depoſiti- 
ons, which ſhould relate one and the ſame 
Diſcourſe, are very inconſiſtent in many, 
and do not agree in one Particular of 
Moment. Hey 5 
But ſo intent was Barnet to purchaſe 
his own Peace at any Rate, that it ap- 
pears plainly, he little conſidered what he 
ſwore: He ſwears, he came to my Se- 
cretary for the Commiſſion in December. 
| Now it happens unluckily, that the Com- 
miſſion was ſealed, and he gave Security 
the 24th of November, and he went to 
Sea before December. If his Memory 
could fail him in one particular, his Fears 
or his Intereſt might occaſion the like 
concerning an Expreſſion in Diſcourſe, 
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(54) 


and which Mr. Galdy, his Owner and Se- 


curity, being preſent, did nor hear. 

The ſecond Article of the Charge, re- 
lates to the Sloops Eagle and Barſbeba, 
and to Don Juan's two Memorials. Let 
any Perſon but read the Minutes of 


Council of the gth of February, men- 


tion d in the Report, and hereunto an- 
nexed, and he will be fatisficd it was not 
poſſible, without the greateſt Partiality and 


wilful Blindneſs, to frame this Article. 


* 


But notwithſtanding this Minute was 
before them, and Ne Heywoad himſelf 

had been preſent, and coneurring in what 
was then done, they were reſolved not 
te contradict their Evidence Page; but 
to aſſert more roundly, that the ſaid De- 
puty had had no Anſwer to his firſt Me- 


morial : and then refer to Dan Juaus 
ſecond Memorial, for proof of this Aſſerti- 


on, Which flatly contradicts it, and ac- 


knowledges he had receiv'd an Anſwer. 


It may be ſaid notwithſtanding, that 
that Anfwer appears by the ſecond Me- 
morial not to bo ben. 

the Complaints being there renewed with 


ve been ſatisfactory; 


greater Aggravations chan before. Ta | 


rhe ſetting which Matter in a true Light, 
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it muſt be obſerved, that the Circum- 


ſtances of Things were not ſo viſibly 
chang d, as that Don Juan had alter d his 
own Opinion and his own Meaſures. For 
whereas we had before concerted toge- 
ther in the friendlieſt manner, how beſt 


to ſecure the Money, which was his Con- 


cern to look after, and which I gave him 
repeated Aſſurances that I intended to 
effect; he began now to liſten to the In- 
ſinuations of thoſe who oppoſed His Ma- 


_ jeſty's Government, and was by degrees 
effectually wrought upon by them, and 
as I have reafon to believe, by one Gen- 


tleman in particular, (whoſe Acquaintance 
with the Spaniſp Language and Nation, 
gave him the greateſt Opportunity) not 
only to throw off that neceſſary Confi- 
dence, which was begun on my Side wich 
the greateſt Mark of Reſpect I was ca- 
able of ſhewing him; by admitting him to 
e preſent in Council, to aſſiſt in conſult- 
ing the moſt proper Meaſures fot his own 
Satisfaction, and which ought to have 
been continued between Us; but to act 
now rather as a Party-Man among Us, 
than a Perſon who thought himſelf veſted 

with any Publick Character. NE 
The Stile of his ſecond Memorial, and 
ſome very unbecoming Expreſſions in it, 
altogether falſe in Fact, as well as his 
| D 4 es | allos 
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(56) 
aſſociating himſelf entirely with one Set 
of Men, and giving his own Certificate, 
which I have now by me, to permit the 
Snow-Tyger, belonging to Mr. Galdy, and 
others of that Party, (which was the 
firſt Veſſel complained of, as has been be- 
fore obſerved) to go to Sea again, at the 
ſame Time that he complains of the like 
Permiſſion, with reſpec to other Veſſels, 
are undeniable Proofs of this new Con- 
duct of his, and of the little Occaſion he 
himſelf really thought there was for his 
Complaint, © of my permitting the very 
<« ouilty Perſons in the ſame Veſſels, to 
proceed again to Sca. 

Every Body knew that the Fag/e went 
out again after a Pirate, which ad juſt 
before taken one of our trading Veſſels, 
richly laden, to Windward of our Iſland, 
which he may call in his Memorial, Re- 
peating the ſame Crimes, but was indeed 
a ſignal Service to His Majeſty and the 
Iſland of Jamaica, and an ＋ of the 
Uſefulneſs and indeed Neceſſity of the 

Commiſſions J granted: For the Sloo 
that was taken by the Eagle, and which 
chat Memorial ſeems to complain of, was 
one of the Pirate's Prizes, and as ſuch 


was condemn'd,. tho the Priſoners, who | 


were Pirates, taken in her, could not be 
fy f in the ame Courts of Wee 


(97) 

which is his own Miſtake, but were kepr 
to be try d in a Legal and regular Way, and 
had not been long in Priſon when that 
Memorial was preſented: So that I might 
with Juſtice return him his Compliment, 
for the unwillingneſs he ſhew'd to let 
the Eagle go to Sea on ſuch an Account, 
and for his Concern for thofe Pirates, as 
well as his other Anſwers to our Com- 
plaints. All which ſavour'd but little of 
any Inclination in himſelf, to have that 
Juſtice done in Ours, which he required 
in his own Caſe. 5 


7 


7. 


As to the Barſheba's ſailing again with 
the ſame Commiſſion, and my permitting 
it by a frefh Let-Pafs, which is proved 
by another Affidavit of Mr. Page, after 
J had lefr. Famaica: I can only ſay, I 
do not remember the ſigning that Let- 
Paſs ; but conceive what has been plainly 
made appear concerning Mr. Page's Vera- 
city and Fideliry, in the Diſcharge of his 
Office, may give juſt reaſon to ſuſpect he 
did, with reſpect to this Let-Paſs, as by 
his own Ticket, ſet forth in the Report. 
However, I would not load even Mr. Page 
with any thing, of which I am not very 
certain. It may be poſlible I did know- 
ingly ſign ſuch Let-Paſs ; if I did, it was 
in the ufual Form, and Mr. Page muſt 
have Counter-fign'd it, and certified rhax 
„ a Sen 


—— 


— — - > L 2” — — — . — 27 
« - , 2 Ia _— — 1 * 
3 — — 5 — — R * — — af 
4 . S- 2 , 2 I K . #- : * - 
— 5 a — 


Ca. 5 -.- _ INS - . * oY 
TTT... <nn® Eee” = 4 3 
- — — — — — —— — IP » 


N — * — - 


- 
— 
r 


— — — — — 
= - — p 
£EF*4 - F oF -a 
— — 
— i 
. — — OY 


— 


7 


Security was given in his Office, as the 


Law directed. Nor can I yet perceive, 


in what the Crime, or the Imprudence 
herein is made to conſiſt, or of what uſe 
Mr. Cavaliers Affidavit is, to fix any ſucli 


Charge upon me. 


I believe Idid ſend to Captain Jennings, 
who commanded the Barſheha, for his 
Commiſſion, as is there ſworn ; and that 
it was upon Mr. Cavaliers own Applica- 


tion, who was one of his Owners and 
Securities; and I required the ſame from 


every other Commander, where the like 


Application was made: and ſome of them 


were delivered to me, tho' with great Un- 
willingneſs; the Commanders alledging, 
that their Commiſſions were neceſſary for 
their own Juſtification, in their legal Acts. 
In the Caſe of the Barſheba, J ated in 
the ſame manner as the reſt ; I ſent my 
Orders to the Owners and Securities, 
whoſe Concern I thought it to be; and 


for what Reaſon, or by what Accident 
that Commiſſion. was not delivered up, I 


am not now able more particularly to ſay, 


nor did I indeed then think it to be a Mat- 
ter of ſo much Confequence as it has been 
fince repreſented; for I confeſs, T was 
then of Opinion pes: J conceive I may 
Rill be of chat 

Criminal, tho' I ſhould be miſtaken) that 


pinion, without being 


it 


(99) 
it was more adviſeable at that Time te 
take Security for the Behaviour of eve 
Veſſel {which was the Effect of the Com: 
miſſions) than not. And it muſt likewiſe 
be obſerv'd, that this Veſſel ſailed again 
ſome Time before Don Juan s ſecond Me- 
morial, and in Conſequence of the Mea- 
ſures agreed upon with himſelf upon his 
firſt ; becauſe ſſie could not be ſtop d but by 
2 Proſecution, anda Profoctioa. was then 
declined, and indeed could nor be without 

fome Information upon Oath, 25 was 
never offered. She ſail'd again (at leaſt, 
as was pretended) upon a Trading Voy- 
age, which had I taken upon my "Rf, b. by 
my own Authority, without any legal 
Proceeding to have hindred, it is very 
obvious Mine a Clamour wou d have been 
rais d upon it. 
_ - Befides, Don Juan knew very well him- 

felf, that Captain Jennings was a Perſon 

of Subſtance, who had about 400 J. 
Annum of his own in Jamaica: 3 
was not therefore natural to 70928 he 
had any Piratical Deſign, or would en- 
gage in any ſuch. And that the Perſons 
in whoſe Hands the greateſt part of the 
Money ſaid to be taken from the Wrecks 
by the Sloops Eagle and Barſheba was 
lodg d, were ſufficiently reſponſible: that 
it was not a Matter endeavour d to be 


con- 


(60 
conceal d, the Parties eeelves acknow- 


ledging the Receipt of the Money, and 
declaring they kept it not as their own, 


but expecting &, if Proof was made of 


what was then only reported, to reſtore 
it. And in that reſpect, immediate Pro- 
ſecutions were the leſs neceſſary or ad- 
viſeable, which had been Don Juan s own 


Opinion; and if he had alter d that Opi- 


nion, as he profeſſes to have done by his 
ſecond Memorial, he had no Body to 
blame but himſelf, in not commencing 


thoſe proſecutions, which he was told 
from the beginning he had liberty to do, 


and which the going out of thoſe Sloops 


did no ways hinder, with reſpect to the 


Money which was left a-Shoar. So that 
theſe were odious Inſinuations, without 
Foundation; and made uſe of only in that 
Memorial, to gratify other People's Ma- 
lice, and ſerve Deſigns which were then 
hatching, and which afterwards ſucceeded, 
ro my Misfortune. 

As to the Acts of Crugley he mentions, 
I know not the Truth of the Facts; but 
if true, or if Piracies or Robberies were 
afterwards committed, it was not in my 
Power to prevent them. And 1 hope, I 
am not to be anſwerable for other Men's 


Villanies. As ſoon as conveniently could 


be done, after the Reeipt of the ſecond 
Memo- 


CCC 


COT. 
Memorial, which was the firſt Intimation 
I had of any ſuch Actions as are therein 
ſer forth, I publiſhed * two Proclamati- 
ons, which I have annex d in the Appen- 
dix, and which T hope, will be allowed 
by every Body, except Mr. Heywood and 
his five Councillors,” to have been ſom 
Anſwer to that Memorial. eee 
As to his general Inſinuations, that 
there was nothing on the one hand, but 
Depredations, Plunderings, Robberies, and 
Piracies daily committed, I ſuppoſe he 
means on our Side; I can only ſay, he was 
not ſo ignorant as he pretended, for I had 
taken care to inform him of many more 
Depredations, Plunderings and Robberies 
committed by the Spaniards upon us, than 
even he himſelf complained of, as done 
on our Side. And I deſired he would 
Remonſtrate the ſame likewiſe to the Go- 
vernour of the Havana, and requeſt him 
to forward it to the Courr of Spain ; But 
he told me again and again, that he had no- 
thing to do with it; and that our People 
muſt go to Madrid themſelves. | 
What is therein referred to the Memo- 
rial of Do» Manuel de Arrembura, concerns 
the Aenſington Sloop, taken by the Bennet, 


— 


| which 


6629 
which ſhall be anſwered in its proper 
place; and then, Thope, I ſhall have gi- 
ven Satisfaction as to this ſecond Me- 
morial of Don Juan, who, if 1 am right- 
ly informed, has been at length convinc'd 
himſelf, that thoſe who prevaild with 
him to preſent it, and enter into theif 
Meaſures, have done him no other Ser- 
vice, than putting a ſtop to the Proceed- 
ings upon the Appeal, which I had al- 
low'd, in order to the Reverſal of a Sen- 
rence, which kept the Spaniards out of 
the greateſt part of their Demands: 
It is worth obſerving, that a good deal 
of Streſs is laid here in the fecond Arti- 
cle, upon My not receiving what is cal- 
led there My Share of the Money brought 
in by the Sloops Eagle and BarſbeSa 7 
And two Affidavits are produeed to prove, 
that I told the Deponents, © 7 would have 
nothing to do with it, for that I had 
heard it was taken from the Shoar. Which 
1 think was the ſame as to fay, I would 


7 
n 
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* Paragraph of a Letter from @ Merchant of Ja- 
maica, dase October 10. 1716. The Agents are go- 
<« ing, and don't ſtick to ſay, that ſince Lord Hamilton 
5“ 15 removed, and the Party fatisfied, nothing is mind- 
ed but to cover the Pirates; ſo many of their Friends 
being concerned in Jennings; and Robbing the Sloop 
in Port- Royal Harbour; 


have 


(63) 
have nothing to do with Money unlaws- 
fully. taken. And yet it ſeems, the refu- 
ſal of it was culpable with Mr. Heywood 
and his five Councillors, whilſt their 
whole Charge in the zd, 4th, and 5th Ar- 
ticles, relating to the Bennet Sloop, is 
founded upon My having received a Sum 
of Money, not to My own Uſe (tho 
there was a colourable Pretence for it in 
this Caſe, by the Sentence of a Court of 
Admiralty, ) but with a plain and declared 
Intention, of ſecuring it until the Pro- 
perty ſhould be legally determin d. | 
But with fuch Enquirers, even Con- 
traries were to be reconciled, and doing 
and not doing, without any regard to 
the Intention, was to be altke Criminal 
in Me; the receiving Money however, 
was thought the more plauſtbly ſo of the 
two, and therefore that Matter was to be 
the more labourd ; Threats and Perſwa- 
ſrons were both made uſe of to obtain the 
Affidavits now publiſhed : and yet after 
all, when the whole of that Affair is con- 
ſidered together, what is there in thoſe 
Affidavits, that materially affects me: 
Whoever will peruſe firſt My own Secre- 
tary's Letter, produced by them as Evi- 
dence againſt Me, and My particular 
Direction therein to Fernando, (who com- 
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manded the Sloop Bennet) © to uſe 
ce his utmoſt Care and Diligence, that no 
% Embezzlements be made of any part of 
the Cargo, or any Dividend made a- 
% mong his Men, that legal Proceedings 
% may be had thereupon ; the contrary 
« of which (I told him) would prove 
to the utter Ruine of himſelf and Fa- 
emily; and compare it with My ſub- 
ſequent Conduct, ſet forth in the Report, 
That T firſt declared My Intention of 
getting the Money into My Hands, in 
order to its being ſecured, as aforeſaid: 
And conſider how neceſſary it became to 
temporize with Mr. Bendiſh, who was 
the Party who had all the Money in his 
Hands, in order to compaſs My Deſign. 
That inſtead of giving Orders to direct 
Fernando not to come in, as he ſwears, I 
did, by my Letter of the 24th of May, 
when I found fair Means and Perſuaſions 
were not likely to prevail, propoſe to 
Meſſicurs Morris and Pratter, Factors for 
the South. Sea Company, to fit out their 
Brigantine, in order to bring him in by 
Force. The which Letter being an un- 
anſwerable Proof of the Sincerity of my 
Intention in this Matter, both with re- 
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165 J 
ſpect to the Service of the Spauiarde, and 
of the South. Sea Company, I have an- 
nex d it hereunto, with the Anſwer J re- 
ceived *. And that afterwards, when I 
had got part of the Money, I did on the 
grh of June, 1716. f in purſuance of 
ſuch Declaration and Intention, make a 
Depoſite of that Money, and acquaint 
the Council with My whole Proceeding 
therein. And did likewiſe then examine 


Mr. Bendiſh, and the ſeveral other Per- 
ſons concern d, and require them to de- 


polite their Money, or give Security; and 
in order to oblige them thereto, directed 
ſuch a Proceeding as might compel them, 
as appears by the Minutes of that Day, 
hereunto annex d. All which will, 1 
hope, be allow'd ro have been one uni- 
form Proceeding tending to the ſame End. 
And that all this was done before T could 
poſſibly have the leaſt Notice of any 
Complaint againſt Me, or had any Su- 
ſpicion of it. Whoever, I ſay, con- 
ſiders theſe Circumſtances, and obſerves 
in the Report, that Mr. Bendiſh had the 


Encouragement of a Noli Proſequi; and 


that his Examination was taken at ſeveral 


Times, each Affidavit concluding, and 
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* Vid, Appendix, N. VII, VIII, IX. | 
Vid. Appendix. N“. X. . 
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farther this Deponent ſaith not ; and all 
ex parte, without any Opportunity given 
me to croſs-examine him, and thar he 
has thereby retain'd the reſt of the Money 
in his own Hands; I am fully fſatisfy'd 
will not think it neceſſary for me to 
enter into every Particular of his Affi- 
davits ; eſpecially ſince this Matter has 
already paſs d the Examination of Mini- 
ſters, whom their very Enemies cannot 
ſuſpect of having been partial in my Fa- 
—_— 3 

I forbear now, for Conſiderations ob- 
vious to the Reader, to enter upon that 
Scene of Hardſhip T underwent, or to 
complain of the Variety of Affronts and 
Indignities put upon me by the Men then 


exalted in Power. 


Aſperius nihil eſt humili cum ſurgit in altum. 


Nor is it to be accounted for, how ſome 
Perſons, who had received many Civili- 
ties from Me, and with whom I never had 
any perſonal Difference, could be capa- 
ble of joining in ſo unworthy and inhu- 
mane a Treatment, otherwiſe than that it 
has been long evident, zheſe Men and 
too many others in the Country, have 
ſuffer d themſelves to be led, of rather 
driven into all their unaccountable Mea- 

| „** %% fies, 


(67) _ 
fures, by a Man of inſatiable Avarice and 
Ambition; and of the moſt revengeful and 
implacable Temper ; whoſe Views have 
been long fix d upon procuring that Station 
for himſelf, which he has been many Years 
oppoſing, and endeavouring by the vileſt 
Arts, to bring to Neglect and Contempt; 
a Method as vain and fruitleſs, as to ex- 
pect to wipe out the Stains of his o 
Life by malicious Calumnies on other Men. 
However, though he has declared his 
Oppoſition to me was merely Perſo- 
aal; for which T know of no Occaſion 1 
ever gave him, unlefs he has eſteem'd it 
one, that T could not enter into a Con- 

fidence with ſuch a Man; I hearti- 
ly forgive him, and wiſh, all other In- 
juries may be forgiven him: And J will 
venture farther, to give him this Piece 
of Advice, not to truſt to Subſcription- 
Money any more; but to depend that 
his acting for the future, if he muſt 
be acting, with his Majeſty's Gover- 
nours, in carrying on the Publick Af- 
fairs for His Majeſty's Honour, and the 
true Intereſt of his Country, will more 
probably tend (if paſt Deeds of the 
deepeſt Die can ever be forgot) to the 
gratifyigg his ambitious Hopes, than his 
obſtructing thoſe Meaſures. And ſo much 
T have thought My ſelf oblig'd to ſay, 
MH 7 not 


not out of any perſonal Regard, but 
to paint out the true Source of all 
the. * unhappy 2 in the Coun- 
tu, and to unriddle the Myſtery of the 
late Proceedings againſt me, which I be- 
lieye have been the moſt Extraordinary of 
the Kind, that ever happen'd to a Per- 
ſon of my Character and Station in any 
of His Majeſty's Colonies. 
But to conclude ; if inſtead of what is 
chargd by theſe Articles, it ſhall now 
appear, that J have not only not encou- 
raged Piracy, but have had a due regard 
to His Majeſty's Honour, and the Duty 
of my Office during my Adminiſtration; 
and in reſpect to the Robberies com- 
mitted, have dene cyvery thing in my 
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N 
2 

4 
* . 


Power, as a juſt Governour and an ho- 


o 


neſt Man, to detect Offenders, and by 

the moſt prudent. and practicable Mea- 
ſures, to obtain Reſtitution to the In- 
jurd on both Sides; and that My own 
particular Concern in any Veſſel, did 
but the more determine me to that End; 
I hope, in the Opinion of the World 
(as well as that of His facred Majeſty, 
after having been fully inform'd ) J ſhall 


„ 3 45 Þ | ford OR. MER rs 
* Reſolution of the Council the 9th of March, 
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not only now appear innocent of that 

Charge, and not to have deſerved the 

hard Uſage which was the Conſequence 

of it; but — 9 that my Informers 
e 


and Proſecutors have highly merited His 
Majeſty's juſt Reſentment, which they 
have brought upon themſelves. | 
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His Excellency the E A RCHIBALD 
HAMILTON, Captain General, aud 
| Governor in Chief, in and over His Maje- 
ſty's land of Jamaica, and the Territories 
thereon depending, in America, Chancel- 
lor and Vice: Admiral of the ſame. 


To Captain, Jona rhax Bakxzr, commander of 
the e yger, Greeting. 


= |HEREAS fince YC Prodama: 
2 | tion of the Peace, lately con- 
cluded between the Crown of 
Great-Britain, and the Crowns 
of France and Spain, ſeveral Bri- 
tiſh Ships, and other Veſſels 
have been taken by Pirates, and 
frequent Depredations have been, 
| and are by them daily - made 
and committed upon the Subjects of Great-Britain, 
on the High Seas in the e-Indies ; whereby the 
Navigation to and from this Iſland, is rendred ex- 
rreamly dangerous and unſafe. And whereas, for 
preventing of ſuch Miſchiefs for the future, ir has 
deen 1 {Judged neceſſary, beſides His Majeſty's Ships 


of 


e 6 
of War, to fit out and Commiſſion other private 
Men of War. And whereas you Captain Jonathan 
Barnet, have to that End freely offered your ſelf and 
the - Swow-Tyger, whereof you are Commander, to 
Act againſt the Pirates, wherewirh theſe Seas are ar 
preſent infeſted, in His Majeky's . 

Now know ye, that by Virtue, and in purſuance 
of rhe Powers and Authorities to me granted by 


His Majeſty,” I repoſing eſpecial Truſt and Confidence 


CT” which is ro remain in Force for the 
Space of fix Months from the Date hereof, and no 
longer, authorized and appointed, and hereby do au- 
thorize and appoint you the ſaid Fonathan Barnet, ro 
be Commander of the ſaid Snow-Tyzer, fitted our at 
the Charges of your ſelf and Owners in a Warlike 
manner, therewith by Force of Arms to ſeize, take 
and apprehend all Piratical Ships and Veſſels, with 
their Commanders, Officers, Crew and Ladings ; 
and in general ro commir, do and execure all man- 
ner of Acts of Hoſtilities whatſoever, againſt ſuch 


in your Loyalty, Courage and Capacity, have by this 


Ships or Veſſels, their Commanders, Officers and 


Crew, according to the Law of Arms, and the Cu- 
ſtoms of Nations; and I do hereby Command all 
Officers, Mariners and Soldiers in the ſaid Snom- 
Inger, to be Obedient to you in all Things, as their 
Commander. And you are to obſerve all ſuch Or- 


ders and Inſtructions, as are here with delivered unZ 


to you, or you ſhall hereafter receive from His Ma- 
jeſty, my ſelf, or other your fuperior Officers. Given 


under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at St. 74g de la 
Viega, the 24th Day of November, in the Second Year 


of His Majeſty's Reign, Annoq;” Domini, 1715. 
paid ak A. HAMILTON. 


4 IA0) 


By his Excellency's Command, 
WILLI. COcE BURN. 
e 3 82 © * 
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His Excellency the Lord AR c HIBALD 
HAMILTON, Captain General, and 
Governor in Chief, in and over His Maje- 


* 


fty's land of Jamaica, and the Territories 
. thereon depending, in America, Chancel-. 
lor and Vice-Admiral of the ſame... 
Tuſtiuflions for Captain Jona Tuan BARNET, 
commander of the Snow-Tyger,: which are to 
remain in Force fix Months, no longer. 


1 


1 V OU are according to your Commiſſion to 
commit, do and execute all manner of Acts 
of Hoſtility agaĩnſt Pirates, according to the Law of 
Arms. 85.5 ea + Ru 4 | 3 71 ö 
2. Thar you do not on any Pretence, commit any 
Acts of Hoſtility, Depredation, or other Injuries or 
Treſpaſſes whatſoever, on any of His Majeſty's Al- 
lies, Neuters, Friends or Subjects, but that in all 
Things you ſuccour and relieve them according to 
your Capacity. | 
3. That you bring into your Commiſſion-Port all 
ſuch Pirate or Pirates as you ſhall rake; there to be 
proceeded againſt according to Law. 
4. Thar you keep a fair Journal of all your Pro. 
ceedings; and on your Arrival, you deliver to His 
Majeſty's Captain General, or Commander in Chief 
= the Time being, a fair Tranſcript or Copy there- 
Oh II | ok 
5. That under Colour of your Commiſſion, you 
do not carry off this Iſland any Perſon cx Perſons 


ROTtQy 


| e 
notoriouſly indebted, either Planter, Merchant; of 
others; but that you take Care to inforin your ſelf 
aright of each and every your Men's Conditions and 
Circumſtances, and bring them all back again with 
you (Death and Danger of the Seas excepted] and 
that before you ſer Sail from the Harbour of Pore- 
Mal, you deliver to the Chief Officer of che 
Cuſtoms of that Port, an exact Lift of all your 
Men, belonging to your ſaid Snow-Tyger, containing 
| _ Names, Ages, and Deſcription of their Per- 
ons. . V 
| 6. You are hereby requir'd 
to wear no other Jack, than 


Ships, with a Diſtinction of 
a4 white Eſcutcheon in the 
middle thereof, according to 
the Sample hereunto annex d. 


1 i 


=, Y you are to take due Notice, 
and pay Obedience thereunto. 


Fago de la Vega, the 24th of 
| November, 1715. | 
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that worn by His . Majeſty's 
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DJ Of all which Inſtructions 


Given under my Hand ar St. 


5 A. HAMILTON, 
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Jamaica ff. . 
K NOW all Men by theſe Preſents, that we Jone- 


than Barnet, Commander of the Snow-Tyger, 
Lewis Galdy, and Daniel Axtell, of the Pariſh of 


Port-Rœyal, Eſqrs. are held, and firmly bound unto 


his moſt Excellent Majeſty GEORGE, of Great- 
Britain, France and Ireland, King, Sc. of Jamaica 
Lord, Defender of the Faith, Gc. in the Sum of one 


thouſand five, hundred Pounds, -/etirrent Money of 


chis Iſland, to be paid unto his {aid Majeſty, his 
Heirs or Succeſſors; to which Payment well and 
truly to be made, we bind our ſelyes, and every of 
us, our and every of our Heirs, Fxecutors and Ad- 
miniſtrators, jointly and ſeyerally, firmly by theſe 
Preſents, ſealed and dated the 24th Day of Novem- 
ber, in the Second Year of His Majeſty's Reign, 


* . 


Annogz Domini, 1715. 4 
The Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, Thar 


| Whereas the above bounden Jonathan Barnet hath 
obrained a Commiſſion, bearing equal Date with 


theſe Preſents, from his Excellency the Lord Archi- 


bald Hamilton, Captain-General, and Governor in 


Chief of this Iſland, and other the Territories there- 
on depending, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 
ſame, for a private Man of War, againſt Pirates, 
for the Syow-Tyger, Burthen Tuns, or 
thereabours, mounted with * **-* Guns, and 
navigated by * * Men; and that the ſame is 


fitted out at the Coſts and Charges of himſelf and 


Owners: If therefore the ſaid Jonathan Barnet ſhall 
well and truly preſerve the Leagues of His Majeſty 
with his ſeveral Allies, Neuters and Friends, accor- 
ding to the ſeveral Treaties and Capitulations; and 
alſo uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to take, burn, Pen | 
an 


C 


and otherwiſe deſtroy all ſuch Pirate or Pirates, as 
he may meer with; and to bring into his Commiſ- 
ſion-Port ſuch Pirate or Pirates as he ſhall ſeize or 
rake, there to be proceeded againſt according to Law 
and ſhall not carry any Man off this Hand, but Sea- 
faring Men, in his fatd Szow-Tyger ; and alſo perform 
and obſerve the Inſtructions given him with the ſaid 
Commiſſion ; then this Obligation to be void, other- 
wiſe to remain in full Force and Virtue, 3 


1 4 


— 


2 


Sealed and delivered in Jonathan Barnet, 


the Preſence of us, Lewis Galdy, N 
William Cockburn, pet"; 
Thomas Turner, IP a, Ly 
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Minutes of Council of Jamaica, the 9th of 
| February, 1715-16. 


PRESENT 


His Excellency Lord Axcaizaird Hamilton, 


Captain General. 


Peter Heywood, "4 1 Richard Rigby, 


Francis Roſe, | Thomas Bernard, 
John Stewart, Eſqrs. James Archbould, Eſqrs. 

John Peck, 6 | Fohbn Sadler. 

Valentine Mumbee, 5 5 


H IS Excellency and the Council taking into their 
Conſideration the Letter te his Excellency from 
the Governour of the Havanna, the Extract of a 
Junto of the Council of Commerce at the Havanna, 
and the Memorial of Captain Don Juan del Valle, 
Deputy of the ſaid Council of Commerce of his 
Catholick Majeſty, and of the Flota, lately under 
the Command of Don Juan Eſtebano de Vuillia, Kt. 
of the Order of Sr. Fames, in the Preſence of the 
ſaid Don Juan del Valle, in order to his Excellency's 
and the Council's better underſtanding his Demands, 
whereby his Excellency, with the Advice of the 
Council, may return ſuch Anſwer to the ſaid Letter, 
Memorial, Gc. as is agreeable to Juſtice; 898 
Declare their utmoſt Deteſtation of the Hoſtilities 
and Depredarions ſaid to be committed by the Sub- 
jects of the King of Great- Britain, on the Subjects 
of his Catholick Majeſty, in Violation of the late 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce between their ſaid 
Majeſties. His Excellency and the Board 8 
Fe Fr they 


CR J 
they have not given any juft Occaſion for charging 
his Britannick Majeſty's Government in this Ifland, 
with the leaſt Breach of, or diſregard ro the ſaid 
Treaties, concluded between their Britannick and 
Catholick Majeſties: On the contrary, his Excel- 
lency and this Board had an Opportunity of giving 
an early Inſtance of their Sincerity and Readineſs 
ſtrictly to obſerve the ſame, upon Occaſion of a Com- 
plaint from Hiſpaniola, of a Deſcent made on that 
Illand, juſt after the Suſpenſion of Arms, and before 
the Knowledge of it to the Perſons making that De- 
ſcent, who carry'd off ſeveral Negroes, a Quantity of 
Indigo, and other Things of a conſiderable Value; 
for all which his Excellency cauſed full Satisfaction 
to be rendred to the Parties aggriev'd in two Days af- 
ter he had Notice thereof. | 


And his Excellency was very much ſurpriz'd, when 
upon a like Application ſome little Time after ro the 
ſeveral Governments of Cuba, for Satisfaction, in 
behalf of one of his Britannick Majeſty's Subjects on 
the North-ſfide of this Iſland, who was robb d and 
plunder'd by the Subjects of his. Catholick Majeſty, 
and no Satisfaction could be obtained; which cannot 
be unknown to the preſent Governor of the Havanna, 
the Perſon aggrievd having Perſonally attended the 
ſaid Governor at the Havanna, with Letters from his 
Excellency on that Subject. 9701 e 
So that the Spaniards being the firſt Aggreſſors, his 
Excellency and the Council think they ſhould be the 
firſt ro give Satisfaction, ar leaſt they conceive it 
highly reaſonable that the Satisfaction ro be made 
ſhould be Reciprocal. 98 pd a 
That as to ſuch part of the Flora Ship-wreck'd on 
the Coaſt of Florida, as remain'd in the Poſſeflion of 
the Subjects of his moſt Catholick Majeſty, of 
which it is pretended they were diſpoſſeſsd; it is 
the Opinion of his Excellency and rhe Council, that 
the Diſpoſſeſſors are Robbers, and ought to be treated 
as ſuch; bur.conceiye ſuch part of the ſaid Flota, if 
any, lying Derelict, from which. APES. hix 
nts arho- 


(78) | 
Catholick Majeſty were not drove and fore d out of 
Poſſeſſion, belonged to the firſt Occupanr. 

That they could no ways admit, that the Bahama 
Iſlands were part of the Dominions of the King of 
Spain, but look d upon the ſame to be his Britannick 
Majeſty's, and had for a long time paſt been 1n the 
Poſſeſſion of his Subjects. 

That his Excellency and the Board are of Opi- 
nion, that Reſtitution ought to be made to the Sub- 
jects of his Catholick Majeſty, for their Loſſes ſu- 
ſtain'd, by Hoſtilities committed on them by the 

Subjects of his Britannick Majeſty, fince the firſt Suſ- 
penſion of Arms. 

Bur his Excellency and the Board offer d to the 

Conſideration of the ſaid Don Fuan del Valle, whether 
the proſecuting the Officers and Mariners, belong- 
ing to the two Veſſels complain d of, or iſſuing ſuch 
Proclamation, as is deſired in the ſaid Memorial, 
may not probably deter others that are ſtill out, and 
may have been upon the Wrecks, from returning to 
this Iſland, and be a means of putting them upon 
deſperate Attempts of more pernicious Conſequence 
to the Crown of Spain; and whether the deferring 
Proſecution until the return of all or moſt part of 
the Veſſels, ſuſpected ro have committed any unlaw- 
ful Act, may nor upon that Account be moſt adviſe- 
able; but aſſured him ar the ſame time, he was at 
Liberty to take ſuch Meaſures againſt rhe Subjects 
of his Britannick Majeſty in this Iſland, for the Sa- 

tisfaction of the King of Spain and his Subjects, for 
all Hoſtilities committed on them, as by the Laws of 
Great-Britain and this Iſland are preſcribed. 

Upon the whole, the ſaid Don Fuan del Valle de- 
clin'd inſiſting on any Criminal Proſecution, alledg- 
ing, that in Caſe of ſuch Conſequences happening, 
as might juſtly be fear'd, the Blame rhereof might 
be imputed to him. 

And further deſired, in regard to the Amity and 
Friendſhip between their Catholick and Britannick 
Majeſties, his Excellency and the Council wou'd ar 

uch 
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ſuch Meaſures for the Satisfaction of his Catholick 

Majeſty and his Subjects, in the Premiſes, as to them 
ſnould ſeem moſt juſt and reaſonable; and as to the 
Reſtitution for the Damages his Britannick Majeſty's 

Subjects have ſuſtained, from Hoſtilities committed 
by the Subjects of his moſt Catholick Majeſty, he 
knew no other way but by applying to the Court of 
Spain. | 2 . 

"T is therefore the humble Opinion and Advice of 
this Board, that his Excellency be pleas'd to return 
ſuch Anſwer to the Governor of the Havannas Let- 
ter, and Repreſentation of the Council of Commerce, 
as his Excellency ſhall think adviſeable on theſe 
Heads. 

And the Board at the ſame time humbly deGr'd 
his Excellency, that he would make the moſt. preſ- 
fing Inſtances, that Satisfaction be made to his Bri- 
tannick, Majeſty 's Subjects, for the Damages by them 
ſuſtained, from Hoſtilities com mitted by the Sub- 
jects of the King of Spain, at a moderate Computa- 
tion, amounting at leaſt to Two hundred thouſand 
Pieces of Eight, with the Aſſurances of the Conti- 
nuance of our utmoſt Endavours, for rendring as far 
as in us lies, ample and impartial Juſtice upon all 
Occaſions to the Spaniſh Nation. | 
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A. HAMILTON. 


S. Page, Secretary. 
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EAI his Excellency the Governor, © 
„ PLOCLAMATION. .. 


W HERE AS ſince the Proclamation of the 

Peace, lately concluded between the Crowns 
of Great- Britain and Spain, ſeveral Acts of Hoſti- 
lity, Depredation and Piracies, have by Spaniſh Veſ- 
ſels been committed and made upon the Subjects 
of Great- Britain, on the High Seas in the Weſt-In- 
dies, whereby the Navigation to and from this Iſland, 
has been rendred extreamly dangerous and uneaſy. 
And whereas, upon the Application of ſeveral Mer- 
chants and Traders, Inhabitants of this Iſland, for 
the Prevention of ſuch Miſchiefs, it was thought 
neceſſary, beſides His Majeſty's Ships of War, to 
Commiſſion other private Men of War, in order to 
the ſuppreſſing ſuch Pirates and Sea-Rovers, Com- 
miſſions were accordingly granted fot the ſeizing, 
raking and apprehending all Pirarical Ships and Veſ- 
ſels, with their Commanders, Officers, Crew and 
Ladings, and in general ro commir, do and execute 
all manner of Acts of Hoftilities againſt ſuch Ships 
and Veſſels, their Commanders, Officers and Crew, 
according to the Law of Arms, and the Cuſtom of 
Nations; ſince the granting which Commiſſions, ma- 
ny Complaints have been made of Piracies on the 
High Seas, and other Depredations committed both 
on the Subjects of the Crown of France, and the 
Subjects of the Crown of Spain, as well by ſome 
Veſſels fo commiſſion d, as by other Veſſels belong- 
ing to this Iſland nor having any Commiſſion, con- 
rrary to, and in manifeſt Breach of the Inſtructions, 
together with their reſpective Commiſſions delivered 


to the Commanders of ſuch commiſſioned "TORE 
An 
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And whereas the Intention of granting ſuch Conjs 
miſſions has been norotiguſly * there being 
too juſt Reaſon to apprehend, that ſeveral Acts of 
Piracy and Depredations have been committed, as 
well by ſome of the Veſſels ſo commiſſioned, as by 
other Veſſels ſailing out of this Iſland without any 
Cori „ LAS TS 

To the intent therefore, that an immediate Stop 
may be put to ſuch deſtructive piratical and illegal 
Proceedings, I have thought fir, by and with the 
Advice of the Council, to iſſue this Proclamation, 
ſtrictly commanding and requiring all Commanders 
of . Veſſels, commiſſioned as aforeſaid, upon their Al- 
tegiance, forthwirh to return with their reſpective. 
Veſſels ro the Harbour of Port-Royal, in this Iſland, 
together with ſuch. Veſſels and Effects as have been 
by them, or any of them ſeized or taken, by Virrue 
or under Colour of ſuch Commiſſions, to the intent 
chat ſuch Proceedings may be thereon had, as ſhall 
be agreeable to Law and Juſtice, Given at St. Fago 
de la Vega, the 24th of April, 1716. In Teſtimony 
whereof, I have cauſed the Great Seal of this Iſland 
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to be hereunto affixed, _ 
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| By his Excellency the Governor, 
Gs WE) ; e og TIS [ 


A PROCLAMATIONo | 


W HE REAS it has been repreſented to me, by 

a2 Memorial deliver'd by Don Juan del Valle, 
filing himſelf Deputy of, and of the Council of 
Commerce of his Catholick Majeſty the King of 
Spain, that divers of the Subjects of his Britannick 
Majeſty belonging to this Iſland, had in a warlike 


Manner committed Hoftilities upon the Subjects gf 


his ſaid Catholick Majeſty, and had forcibly taken 
from them Goods and Money to a conſiderable Va- 
lue, in Breach, as it is alledg'd, of the Treaties of 
Peace and Commerce, concluded between their ſaid 
Britannick and Catholick Majeſties. And whereas it 
is alſo alledg'd, that divers of his ſaid Britannick 
Majeſty's Subjects are failed our of the Ports and 
Harbours of this Iſland, with intent to Dive and Fiſh 
upon the Flota, lately commanded by Don Juan de 
Vuilia, Knight of the Order of Sr. Fames, ſtranded 
or caſt on Shoar upon part of the Dominions of his 
ſaid Catholick Majeſty, bur ſtill remaining, as is ſer 
forth, in the actual Poſſeſſion of rhe Subjects of his 
ſaid Catholick Majeſty, endeavouring to recover 
their Effects. And whereas, notwithſtanding many 
fruitleſs Complaints and Applications have been made 
by the Subjects of his Brz#annick Majeſty, to divers 
of the Governments of his Catholick Majeſty in 
theſe Parts, for Reparation of many Acts of Hoſti- 
lity, committed by the Subjects of bis Catholick 
Majeſty, upon the Subjects of his Britannick Ma-. 
eſty, not on ly upon the High Seas, but even by 
Landing upon this his Majeſty's Iſland, and robbing 
the Inhabirants thereof ſince the Ceſſation of Arms, 
JJC agreed 
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agreed 1 7 between their ſaid Majeſties, for which 
no Satisfaction has been obtained. Being neverrhe- 
Teſs defirons, and fully reſolv d, agreeable to the 
Commands of his Britannick Majeſty my Maſter, as 
far as is in my Power, to cauſe the ſaid Treaties of 
Peace and Commerce inviolably ro be obſerved by 
all his ſaid Majeſty's Subjects under my Government; 
and baving already given Proof of my Sincerity 
herein, by cauſing an exact Reſtitution to be made, 
for Hoſtilities and Depredations that were commit- 
ted by Veſſels belonging to this Iſland, upon ſome 
of the Inhabirants of Hiſpaniola, after the Ceſſation 
of Arms, tho His Majeſty's Subjects have not been 
able hirherro to obtain equal Juſtice in Caſes of like 
Nature; for Redreſs whereof I have already, and 
ſhall continue to make Application ro His Majeſty, 
from whoſe Interpoſition with his Catholick Majeſty 
it is not to be doubted they will find Relief. Upon 
full Conſideration of the Premiſes, I have thought 
fir, by and with the Advice of His Majeſty's Coun- 
cil of this Iſland, to publiſh this Proclamation, here- 
by ſtrictly charging and commanding all and every 
his ſaid Majeſty's good and loving Subjects, under 
or belonging to my Government, upon pain of their 
Allegiance, not to moleſt or diſturb any of the Sub- 
jects of his ſaid Catholick Majeſty, who remain in 
Poſſeſſion of any of the Ships, or Effects belonging 
to the Flota abovemenrioned, - and ſtranded or caſt 
on Shoar on any Part of his ſaid Carholick Majefty's 
Dominions, nor to hinder them in any manner from 
endeavouring to recover their Effects; hereby like. 
wiſe inhibiting all and every the Subjects of his ſaid 
Bricannick Majeſty, ro Dive or Fiſh upon any of the 
ſaid Flota ſo ſtranded, during ſuch time as the Pro- 
prietors of any of the ſaid Veſſels, - or any other by 
them to that End employ'd, ſhall: continue ro Work 
thereon ; and that none may pretend Ignorance 
herein; or imagine that to be lawful, which is uot 
agreeable to the Law of Nations in like: Caſes, all 
bis ſaid Majeſty's ee are hereby requit d 
2 : 


2 - 
Q 


ro 


to rake Notice, t that; BY do not preſume to Work; 
or Fih, on any. Part of the ſaid Flora or Wrecks, 
'until rhe ſame be. Derelict, and in no Caſe, until the 
Term of twelve Months and a Day, to commence 
from the Day that the ſaid Flota Was ſo ſtranded, 
or caſt on Shoar as aforeſaid, ſhall be fully expired, 
as they ſhall anſwer the contrary at their Perils. 
Given at St. Fapo de la Vega, the 25th of April, 1716. 
in the ſecond Year of His Majeſty” 8 Reign. In Te- 
ſtimony whereof, I have caus'd the Broad Seal of 
this Wane © to be We affixed: _ 


A, Haul ros. | 


Noe. VII. 


3 11 May the 24th, 1716. 
Gent. 1 | DF; 


(Onceiving it neceſſary for His Majeſty's Service, 
and for the Security of Trade and Navigation 
in theſe Parts, that an effectual Stop fnould be put 
to the illegal and violent Injuries and Hoſtilities of 
late committed by ſome of His Majeſty's Subjects of 
this Iſland, on the Subjects of the King of Spain; 
and being of Opinion, that the Seizing of the Sloop 
Bennet, and bringing her into Port, in order to an 
impartial and legal Examination of her Proceedings 

and doing-Juſtice to rhe Spaniards, would very much 
rend to that End, I have determin'd ro endeavour 
effecting rhe ſame ; and being ſenſible how accepta- 
ble 3 Service this muſt be to the South-Sea and Ai 
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ento Companies, by re-eſtabliſhing a Confidence be- 
twixt His Majeſty's Subjects and thoſe of that Nati- 
on, I doubt not of your Afiſtance herein, as you are 
Factors to that Company, and without which, in 
the Condition His Majeſty's Revenue is now in, and 
the Iſland without a Guard of His Majeſty's Ships, 
it is impoſſible for me to undertake a Deſign of this 
Nature. 45 | e | 2 
My Requeſt to you therefore is, that you furniſh 
* Brigantine with Twenty Seamen, ſuch as may 
e truſted, ro whom I will add Fifty Soldiers, with 
Officers, who ſhall be impower d to bring in the 
ſaid Sloop; and that Ten Days or a Fortnight's Pro- 
viſions be pur on Board, for the Number of Men 
mention d, in order to put this Deſign in Execution, 
the Succeſs of which in great Meaſure, depends up- 
on the Secrecy and Diſpatch of it; I muſt therefore 
deſire you will forthwith acquaint me whether you 
can comply with what I have propos d by Saturday 
or Sunday Morning at fartheſt, and in the mean 
Time, nothing on my part ſhall be wanting to ren- 
der it ſucceſsful; J have a good Opinion of Captain 
Ferrel, and if you approve of him to command your 
Veſſel on this Occaſion, we need look no further. 
I have diſcoursd Mr. Attorney-General on this 
Subject, ro whom you may freely communicate 
your Thoughts. I am Ge. 
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To Meſſ. Morris and Pratter, 
| at Kingſton, 
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NA | F 1 15 1 Fog. Bs ! — 
May the 25th, 1716. 
May it pleaſe Your Excellency, 


JV OUR Lordſhip's Letter came ro our Hands, 
| late laſt Night; your Intentions for ſuppreſſing 
the Hoſtilities and Depredations committed of late, 
is doubtleſs highly juſt and honourable, and as for 
the Brigantine, George Auguſtus, ſhe's intirely at 
Your Lordſhip's Service; but we muſt apprize you, 
ſhe's at preſent unrig'd, and has no White Man, 
ſave che Maſter, belonging to her. We humbly beg 
Leave to repreſent farther ro Your Lordſhip, that if 


the Number of Seamen you defire, could be procu- 


red, which ar this Time we do not know where to 
find, and leaſt of all, ſuch as may be truſted, the 
firing out of this Veſſel would immediately be ſuſpe- 
cted, and as there is ſo many of our Townſmen 
concern d in the Bennet, Notice would be given her, 
grounded only on Suſpicion, and you might reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, ſne would be directed immediately to 
JJC | 
The Maſter of a Canoo that came in Yeſterday, 
fays he paſs'd by the Sloop Bennet, at an Anchor to 
Leward of Nack Riff, that there appeard to be a 
great many Men on Board her; ſo that unleſs in 
Your Lordſhip's Judgment, it ſhould be thought 
feaſible that ſomething may be manag d by Way of 
Surprize, by ſending a Number of Soldiers by any 
Sloop, to appear in the Nature of a Trader, or Su- 
gar-drogar, and lay them on Board unexpectedly, 
all other Means ar this Time will (in our Thoughts) 
be ineffectual, and even this if it cannor be managed 
with che utmoſt Secrecy and Diſpatch. We have 
communicared as much to Colonel Brodrick, who 
went this Morning on Buſineſs to Port-Royal, 2 
ore 
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fore we ſend this Meſſenger on purpoſe; with this 
our Letter, which favours us with rhe Opportunity 
of tendring Your Excellency ,thar profound Duty 
and Reſpect, with which we are, Ge. : 


S. Morris aud Pratter. 
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May the 25th, 1716. 
= PP 
1 Am ſorry you find Difficulties in procuring the 
cSeamen neceſſary for executing the Deſign I pro- 
pos d; what you offer in Relation to a Sugar-drogar, 
I conceive will be altogether ineffectual; however, I 


ſnall continue to give Demonſtrations of doing every 6 
thing in my Power, towards diſcouraging and 3 , 


2 the Diſorders ſo juſtly complain d of. I 
To Meſſ. Morris and Pratter. ; | | | 
_—_ | 
BY OB 
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At a Council held at St. Jago de la Vega, 
tbe 9th of June, 1716. 
PRESENT 


His Excellency the Lord Ax ch1BAL1 D Has 
MI TON, Captain-General, cc. 


Francis Roſe, 4 R chard Rigby, 
John Stewart, & Eſqrs.] Thomas Bernard, Eſqrs, | 
John Pecke, J INilliam Broderick, ) 


Hs Excellency acquainted the Board, that he 
had orderd the Owners of the Sloop Bennet, 
commanded by Captain Francis Fernando, to attend 
this Day, thar Sloop having been ſome time ſince 
eommiſſion d, with ſome others, for ſuppreſſing of 
Pirates, by whom the Iſland is and of late has been 
ſo much infeſted : However, he was ſeriſible a wrong 
Uſe had been made of ſome of thoſe Commiſſions, ' 
and particularly by Fernando, whom he had good 
Reaſon to believe had exceeded his Commiſſion, and 
violared his Inſtructions, by his Conduct and Pro- 
ceeding in the Capture of the Sloop Renſingt on, for- 
merly belonging to ſome Merchants of this Iſland; 
and that the Board was not altogether unacquainted 
with this Affair, having laid before them the Com- 
plaint of the Governor of the Havanna, and tlie Re- 
preſentation of the Council of Commerce at that 
City upon it; and Don Juan del Valle, who ſolicites 
it, having been ſeveral times before the Board; and 
that they knew what Steps had been made upon his 
preſſing Inſtances: That he was perſwaded when they 
were made acquainted with every Circumſtance of 
his Proceedings in that Matter, and that nothing 
| | had 
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(89 
had been kept from them, they would agree with 

him, that that Gentleman had contributed in great 
Meaſure to the rendering the Satisfaction and Reſti-.; 
tution he demanded impracticabbbe. 

His Excellency own'd, he had the Misfortune to 

be himſelf intereſted in the Sloop Bennet; but what- 
ever Diſad vantage and Loſs he might ſuſtain there. 
by, he all along intended, and hop'd to make it ap- 
pear, that it was no unlucky Circumſtance to the 
right Owners and Proprietors of the Spaniſh Cargo, 
taken in the Sloop Kenſington. With this Reſolution, 
atid upon this Principle, he repreſented frequently 
to Don Juan to conſider, that rigorous Meaſures at 
that Time was not the likelieſt to obtain what he 
deſired. That the Shell was only in his Power, 

 { meaning the Sloop Nenſington) the Subſtance being 

removed into the other; that he thought ir for the 
Service of the Spaniſh Nation, to diſguiſe in ſomè 
Meaſure his Reſentment of the Irregularities com- 
- mirred by our People, that it might not deter them 
from returning to this Iſland. That tho' they were 
not the firſt Aggreſſors, yer he was far from counte- 
nancing the making of Reprizals ; that he intended 
to have ſeiz'd Fernando's Sloop, with all the Effects 
upon her Arrival; but that the Meaſures Don Fuan 
propoſed would (he was afraid) deter Fernando 
from coming into Port, and that Don Juan ſeem'd at 
that time to agree to his Reaſoning. What the 
Motives have been, that has induced Don Juan: 10 
change his Sentiments, and preſs for the iſſuing Pro- 
clamarions, he could nor inform them; bur ſaid the 
Event had now ſhewn, that he was nor much out in 
his Judgment. d 
That as ſoon as he perceived that Fernanda did 
not intend to come into Port, he took Meaſures for 

etting into his Hands the Money that was called his 

Par. And what that was would appear by Mr. Ben- 
diſh's Letter and Receipr, which his Excellency pro- 
duc'd, and deſir d might be entred on the Miuutes, 
and is as follows, 


Kingſton; 
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At a Council hell at St. Jago de la Vega, 
the 9th of June, 1716. 


wee 


His Excellency the Lord AK cHIBALD H A- 
MI TON, Captain- General, Cc. 


Fin N 3 Richard Rigby, 
Fohn Stewart, >Eſqrs. | Thomas Bernard, oy 
John Peeke, | 


William Broderick, ) 

IS Excellency acquainted the Board, that he 

4 had order'd the Owners of the Sloop Benner, 
commanded by Captain Francis Fernando, to attend 
this Day, thar Sloop having been ſome time ſince 
eommiſſion d, with ſome others, for ſuppreſſing of 
Pirates. by whom the Iſland is and of late has been 
ſo much infeſted : However, he was ſenſible a wrong 
Uſe had been made of ſome of thoſe Commiſſions, 
and particularly by Fernando, whom he had good 
Reaſon to believe had exceeded his Commiſſion, and 
violated his Inſtructions, by his Conduct and Pro- 
ceeding in the Capture of the Sloop Kenſington, for- 
merly belonging to ſome Merchants of this Iſland; 
and that the Board was not altogether unacquainted 
with this Affair, having laid before them the Com- 
plaint of the Governor of the Havanna, and the Re- 
preſentation of the Council of Commerce at that 
City upon it; and Don Juan del Valle, who ſolicites 
it, having been ſeveral times before the Board; and 
that they knew what Steps had been made upon his 
prefiing Inſtances: That he was perſwaded when they 
were made acquainted with every Circumſtance of 
his Proceedings in that Matter, and that nothing 
1 55 had 
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had been kept from them, they would agree with 
him, that that Gentleman had contributed in great 
Meaſure to the rendering the Satisfaction and Reſti- 
tution he demanded impracticabwae. 
His Excellency own'd, he had the Misfortune to 
be himſelf intereſted in the Sloop Bennet; but what- 
ever Diſadvantage and Loſs he might ſuſtain there. 
by, he all along intended, and hop'd to make it ap- 
pear, that it was no unlucky Circumſtance to the 


right Owners and Proprietors of the Spaniſh Cargo, Wn 


taken in the Sloop Kenſington. With this Reſolution, 
and upon this Principle, he repreſented frequently 
to Don Juan to conſider, that rigorous Meaſures at 
that Time was not rhe likelieſt to obtain what he 
deſired. That the Shell was only in his Power, 
(meaning the Sloop Nenſington) the Subſtance being 
removed into the other; that he thought it for the 
Service of the Spaniſh Nation, to diſguiſe in ſomeè 
Meaſure his Reſentment of the Irregularities com- 
mitted by our People, that it might not deter them 
from returning to this Iſland. That tho' they were 
not the firſt Aggreſſors, yer he was far from counte- 
nancing the making of Reprizals; that he intended 
to have ſeiz d Fernando's Sloop, with all the Effects 
upon her Arrival; but that the Meaſures Don Juan 
propoſed would (he was afraid) deter Fernando 
from coming into Port, and that Don Juan ſeem'd at 
that time ro agree to his Reaſoning. What the 
Motives have been, that has induced Don Juan: 10 
change his Sentiments, and preſs for the iſſuing Pro- 
clamations, he could nor inform them; bur ſaid the 
Event had now ſhewn, that he was nor much out in 
his ſudgment. 1545171 0G 
' Thar as ſoon as he perceived that Fernanda did. 
not intend to come into Port, he took Meaſures for 
getting into his Hands the Money that was called his 
Parr And what that was would appear by Mr. Ben- 
diſh's Letter and Receipt, which his Excellency pro- 
duc'd, and deſir d might be entred on the Miuutes, 
and is as follows. 
. Kingſton, 
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Kingſton, 31 May, 116. 
My Lord, 


N Obedience to your Excellency's Command, I have 
this Day deliver d to Mr. Cockburn five Bags of Sil. 


1 for which he has given a Receipt in the Words, as 


under- written. 
I am, = 
My Lord, 
Your Excellency's moſt Faithful Servant, 
T. Bendiſh. 
Receiv'd the 31ſt of May 1716. of Mr. Bendiſh, 


by Direction of his Excellency the Lord Archibald 


Hamilton, five Bags of Silver, weighing as follows. 


Ne. U 
x - - - 1 Bag 1 120 J. Troy Weight, 12 Gee 
to the Pound. 
- - - 1 ditto, 
„„ » 1 ditto, 
mo x 
- - - I ditto, 


100 - - » ditto, 
100 - ditto. 
79 1 Ou. ditto, 
69 45 with a Sow of Silver 


yr: 
1 


_468 57 


In all four Hundred ſixty eight Pounds five Ounces 
and half; beſides the Bags, which weigh'd eight 


Pounds five Ounces ; ; Which Silver and Bags by the 


Still Yards, weigh'd four Hundred and ürteen 3 


Groſs. 1 lay receiv d, 


WILLIAM Cocxzuxx. | 
This is 4 true Copy, 
IT. BENDISH, Dy 
2 5 His 
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His Excelleney then aſſur d the Board, chat that 
was all that had come to his Hand, and notwith- 
ſtanding the Condemnation in the Court of Admi- 
ralty, in favour of the Captors, he very much doubr- 
ed his Right or Title to any Part of it; and there- 
fore he made a Depoſit of that Money, and ſhould 
be anſwerable for it, when the Property ſhould be 
determin d by a legal and impartial Proceeding. 
The Board unanimouſly returned their humble 
Thanks to his Excellency, for his juſt and prudent 
Management in this Affair, and were of Opinion, 
had Don Juan taken more prudent Meaſures, his 
Lordſhip might have had an Opportunity of ſecuring 
more of theſe Effects, and thereby have been able 
to render fuller Satisfaction. 5 

The Board were likewiſe of Opinion, that the 
ſeveral Owners of the Sloop Bennet ſhould either 


depoſit the Money and Effects that has come to their 


Hands of the Cargo of the Sloop Kenſington, or elſe 
give unqueſtionable Security to be accountable for 
the ſame, when thereunto lawfully requir'd. 

Then the Owners of the Sloop Bennet were call'd 
in, and his Excellency acquainted them that he had 
ſufficient Reaſon to believe Fernando had exceeded 
his Commiſſion, and had broke through his Inſtru- 
ctions, and had not paid due Obedience and Regard 
to His Majeſty's Proclamation, calling in all ſuch 
commiſſion d Veſſels; that he did not mention theſe 
Things, as thinking they were Chargeable with 
them, but that they certainly were accountable for 
whatever Effects had come to their Hands. That 
he had laid before the Board what had come into 
his, as one interefted in that Veſſel; that notwith- 
ſtanding the late Sentence of the Court of Admi- 
ralty, in favour of the Caprors, he very much 
doubted his Right to any Part thereof. That he 
hoped their Intentions were equally fair and juſt, 
and that they would chearfully and readily follow- 

the Example he had ſet them, either by depoſiting 
what has come to their Hands, or at leaſt by giving 
8885 a 1 unque: 
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Unqueſtionable Security, to be accountable for what 
has come to their Hands, when thereunto lawfully 
requir d. To which they anſwer'd, that they'd give 
Security, as his Excellency deſir C. 
And they were thereupon order'd to attend Mr. 
Chief Juſtice with ſufficient Security, at his Houſe in 
Spaniſh Town, on Thurſday the 21ſt Inſtant. And 
Mr. Chief Juſtice was deſir d to take their Security 
accordingly; | ; 
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